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September 1979
FROM THE EDITOR

Several members will have looked in their mail boxes already
(I hope) to see where our September journal is. There is one major
reason for this delay. If you look closely on the first page of
the last article you will see that the typeface changes in the mid-
dle of the page. The answer is simple: the typewriter your editor
uses to type the journal with broke down in the middle of this ar-
ticle, and two typewriter repairmen in the neighborhood did not
want to touch it and advised me to bring it to the distributor.
Needless to say, this was a major disaster. However, thanks to the
generosity of my new boss, our fellow-member Frank Geiger, who gra-
ciously allowed me to take home one of his typewriters, the delay
will not be too long. I hope that you will receive this journal
before you receive your October Newsletter.

Our first article is the long-promised one about the railroad
stamps. It is really more than that, but any of you who would like
to find out even more, order the new book"Spoor en Post," edited
by Drs. van der Willigen, of which this article is one of the chap-
ters. This book will cost $17.50 postage included. Orders go to
the Treasurer (address to the left).

We hope that Mr. van Geuzendam who is now working on the fourth
edition of his stationmery catalog - surprise, surprise - will add
the two 'new' aerogrammes of the Antilles we discuss next. By the
way, this fourth edition is expected in December!

Sometimes it is very difficult to change an old-established
perforation in the catalog, and take care that ALL the perfs from
the same machine are changed as well. Our article on the "former"
12%:12A perforation will tell you more about this.

In this journal you will find the Index of all the articles
which have appeared so far, in the first four volumes of Nether-
lands Philately. If reading the Index makes you want to buy previ-
ous issues, be sure to send orders to the editor. For $51.50 or ten
15-cent stamps you will get one copy. We are low on some issues of
volume 2 now, so be sure to get yours in time. If there is enough
demand for volume 1, number 1, we will reprint.

Our Fakes and Forgeries does not need an introduction. We will
- unfortunately - have more in subsequent issues.

Finally, the one-color postage due stamps of 1912 are being
discussed in our last article which will be continued in our Decem-
ber issue. As usual, we like comments on all our articles.

Several "promised" articles are still pending. We will have
THE definitive article on the Disberg set of the Netherlands An-
tilles in December. And that is a real promise!
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Railroad and Press Letters

by Dr. A. M, Benders

About a year ago we received the following anticle, a chapter in the book Spoor en Post in Neder-
land,Ons, AN A, van der Willigen, &d., from our Dutch Govewnor, Da. A. M. Bendens. As the book
will be available in September {see elsewhere in this goumnall, we thought that we might publish
this pant of the fascinating histony of the Dutch nallroads and the postal seavice. We will rnefern
again to this book fon some interesting infommation on the Dutch railroad { parcell stamps in the
futune,

Although the railroad (parcel) stamps have disappeared in the course of the last war, we can still
send railroad letters, which require alsc one or two railroad stamps, but of a different shape from those
in the past,

what are "pailroad letters'? Letters, adeguately franked with regular postage stamps, which can be
delivered to the baggage department of the railroad station, where a railroad stamp is applied, and the
Jletter dispatched with the first-departing +pain (in the right direction), After arrival the letter is
handed over to the postal workers who take care of normal delivery., A railroad letter can mean a consid-
arable saving in time.

As this is written (1978) the extra rate for a railroad letter is 55 cents per letter, but on Sundays
and holidays two stamps of 55 cents are required (this concerns press letters to newspapers; regular rail-
road letters are not accepted during weekends). The railroad stamps AMND the regular postage stamps are
canceled with the rectangular cancels of the baggage departments. The maximum weight per letter is 500
grams, )

Another category of railroad letters consists of the already mentioned 'press letters," directed to
the editors of newspapers by correspondents or photographers., These letters are not delivered to the post-
a2l employes on arrival, but are picked up at the stalon by runners from the newspapers, On the printed
envelopes '"To the editorial department of the . . . Mewspaper" 1s also printed "will be picked up at the
station ., . . ." Remarkable in the case of press letters is that the PTT has nothing whatsocever to do
with the delivery of the letters — they are despatched and delivered outside regular PTT channels, but
because of the postal monopoly they alsc have to be franked with regular postage stamps (see Fig. 2% o

Since May 1, 1972, the railroad letter rate is 55 cents per letter. Before then there were variations
in rates and railroad stamps, which we will enumerate later.

Histony

From April 1, 1924, until the railroad strike of September 1644 letters could be despatched by train,
according to the regulations, Until May 15, 1927, this applied only to Special Delivery letters, but af-
ter that date also to normal letters. The rate was 10 cents, and the railroad parcel stamp of 10 cents
had to be applied on the back of the letters, In almost all cases this was the yellow railroad parcel
stamp of the N,S., but sometimes two stamps of 5 cents were used; also, sometimes stamps of the "Staats-
spoorwegen' (State Railpoad) in yellow, or the H.IJ.S.M (Hollandsche IJzeren Spoorweg Maatschappij) in
violet, of which until 1930 fairly large supplies were available at the baggage departments. A complete
collection of these letters is in the Railroad Museum, with all kinds of possibilities: stamps of three
companies, stamps of 5 and 10 cents, and stamps by the various printers. These are very rare pileces. Some
of them are philatelic, but this is not important. wWhat is important is that we can see what possibili-
ties there were for the franking of these letters.

After the war the press letters — on urgent reguest by the press - were restored, namely on May 1,
1046, At the same time a rate increase to 15 cents was introduced., A stamp of this value appeared, in a
totally new design (see Fig. 1). The use of the railroad parcel post stamp was fTinished herewith. The
stamp is printed in blue and red, shows "NS" and "15 cent" and a left-fron view of the '"nose'" of an elec-
trical lomotive, It is printed by the MNederlandse Speciaaldrukkerijen, Rotterdam, in sheets of 10 with
blank margins., The perforation is 10-3/4 x 104,

Mot before Octoher 7, 1951, was the possibility of the transport of private letters by train (rail-
road letters) restored again, to be franked with the same 15-cent stamp, In distinction to the pre-war
requirement, the stamp had to be put on the front of the envelopes.

Oon March 1, 1964, the rate was raised from 15 cents to 50 cents, for which a new stamp 1in a new de-
siqn was printed in yellow and green. But because the Minister of Economic Affairs was not notified of
this huge increase beforehand, the rate dropped to the old level, 15 cents, on April 12, 1864,

The first, approved, increase came on February 1, 1965, from 15 cents to 25 cents, for which a stamp
in the same design as the withdrawn 50 cents,but now in the colers orange and black, was created. Again,
it was printed in sheets of 10 with line perforation 13 x 13, most likely by Koninklijke Drukkerij G.J.
Thieme at Nijmegen.

Already on July 1, 1968, the next rate increase, to 35 cents, was decided upon, Anticipating a defin-
itive stamp of that value, the NS issued a stamp of 5 cents in the colors red and grey, again of the same
design, The old 25-cent stamp plus two new ones of 5 cents would be sufficient for the new rate of 35
cents (see Fig. 2 for the identical procedure when the rate was raised from 35 to 45 cents). At the end
of July 1966 the new 35-cent stamp appeared, blueish green and light grey, in the same design. e contin-
ue with rate increases: on October 1, 1987, it went from 3% to 45 cents. A stamp of this value appears;
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the letters are to be sent.

Fig, 1. A 1962 nailroad deiter posted
ait EdelWageningen, with the 15-ct NS
atamp and the then valid inland rate
of 12 cents.

the earliest known date of use is No-
vember 23, 1967. The same design as
the previous values, colors red and
yellow,

In the same value, but with a new
design, a 45-cent stamp appears in
1970; the earliest known date of use
is April 10. The stamp is yellow and
blue, the design shows the new logo
of the NS and a front view of a dies-
el-electric train.

Then, on May 14, 1870, a new post-
al decree appeared, No. H.286, in
which the transport of railrocad and
press letters once again is taken up,
with several new regulations. The most
important are:

Railroad letters are only accept-
ed for delivery from Monday through
Saturday 3 P.M,; press letters all
week, but from Saturday 3 P.M. to
Sunday midnight for the double rate
(two stamps of 45 cents).

Letters can be presented at 35
named railroad stations at ticket
windows; at all other stations the
letters should be handed to the NS
conductor of the train with which

This regulation must have been relaxed later on; we have seen railroad and press letters of recent
years, sent from more than the 35 named stations,
If the train stops at the station of the town where the addressee lives, the letter is handed over to
the postal service which will lock after delivery. It becomes more complicated when the letter has to
be transferred to another train in order to reach its destination, For this purpose at stations where

various lines cross
("spoorweg—knoop-
puntstations"), rail
road letter boxes
are placed, in which
the NS conductor
puts the letters he
has received on the
way,., Both NS person-—
nel and PTT employ-
ees regularly empty
these boxes; those
letters that need to
be transferred are
put aboard a connect
ing train,

TREINBRIEF

voor de GOUDSCHE,CQURANT

F ol {

LOS AFGEVEN

Railroad letters can

be:

e special delivery
letters and regu-—
lar letters in-
side the country;
special delivery
letters destined
for Belgium

e for other coun-

Fig, 2, A 1966 press
letten podted at (loer—
den, #o Gouda, Noite the
degend about the letten I
2o be picked up,

-

Wordt door geadresseerde
afgehaald aan het

STATION GOUDA
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LUXE VERHUUR MET EN ZONDER CHAUFFEUR

Fige 3. A negularn railroad letten from Winterswiif fo Annhem, with a postage atamp of 20 cents, the in-
land nate, and one agilroad stamp of 35 cents and fwo of 5 cents fon a total nate of 45 centa.

tries all regular and special delivery letters meant to be forwarded by air mail
e post cards can also be sent as railroad letters to the above-named destinations,
a pailroad stamp is applied and both the postage stamp
the letter is handed to the NS conductor on board the
the NS conductor cancels the stamps with a

when a letter is presented at a ticket window,
and the railroad stamp are canceled by the NS, If
tamp must first be bought at the window;

train, a railroad s
ballpoint pen.

Foto’s

NIET VOUWEN

Pr. Hendrikkade 7, Sneek
telefoon 05150—5230

Fig. %. A press delten faom Snees tfo leewvgrden with the 2
rond stamn, Fo actialy the 45-cent aate.

O-cent postage stamp and the new 45-cent naldl-



The following cannot be sent as railroad let
ters:
registered letters
letters heavier than 500 grams
e letters with a content other than informa—
tion.

The sender must state on the letter the post-
al regional office ("knooppuntkantoor") under
which the place of destination falls, Informa-
tion about these can be received at the window
in the staion, or at Client Service PTT, tele-
chone Q017.

The railroad press eltters are handled almost
the same way as in the past, They are picked up
at the staion by or for the addressee, and trav-
el consequently outside the postal netwerk, Only
direct trains guarantee a fast delivery; in case
of transfer there is usually a delay. Curing the
weekend press letters are not transferred.

It is possible that press letters are ship-

ped Dot DR by TRET BREERG BylBUS S0 That Fig. 5. 4 press letier with the "double" nate of 80 cent
we may find, next to the railroad stamp, a bus

plis the latest 55-cent nailwvad atamp, The aed
stamp, apart from the postage stamp.

. : dabeld reads "Pers—treinbrief.”

Press letters must be supplied with a red label
on which is stated whether they will be picked up at the station, or whether they are to be held for later
nickup.

The — so far — latest increase of the rate for the railroad letters was on May 1, 1972, from 45 cents
to 55 cents., For this rate a totally new stamp was issued, with a frontal view of a diesel train and for
+he first time the word "treinbriefzegel,"

Offset printed in four colors by G.J. Thieme at Nijmegen, comb perforation 13:13), prepared in book-
lets of 5 x 10 stamps. Total printed 500,000 stamps, The design is by Ms. Lody van Vlodroo of the NG. See
figures 5 and 6,

Catalog

1946, May 1, Letterpress Ned, Speciaaldrukkerijen, Rot-
terdam, Booklets with 5 sheets of 10 stamps, In-
scription "NS," Line perforation 10-3/4 x 104.

1. 15 cents, blue and red,

sdiln T

1964, March 1, New design; offset printing by G.J. Thie-
me, Nijmegen, Booklets with 10 sheets of 10 stamps
each. Format 13% x 23 mm; line perforation 13,
2, 50 cents, yellow and green.

1965, February 1, Same design and printing.
3. 25 cents, orange and black.

19566, July 1, Same design and printing.
4. 5 cents, brown-carmine and grey
5, 35 cents, blueish green and grey.

1967, October 1, Same design and printing.
6, 45 cents, red and yellow,

Fig. 6, A press detten ek b &eguia& T 1970. ?ggil. New design. Sheets of 10; comb perforation
nate, plud fwo 55-cent aailroad 4ianps, i
ALQREﬁ;ing the weekend nate (doubie)fm T5 49 cents; wellow and hiue,
1972, May 1. Again new design with diesel-electric
train and "Treinbriefzegel,'" Four—color offset printing by G.J. Thieme. Booklets with 5 sheets of
10 stamps; comb nerforation 13:13%,
g8, 55 cents, red, blue, yellow and black.

KONTROLEZEGEL PERSTREINBRIEF

Yot acaipt

From May 1, 1978, railroad stamps were discontinued be-— VRIJ VAN BRIEFPORT @ Nederlandse
czuse of insufficient interest on the part of the public, mﬁ?ﬁke%@eg% Spoorwegen
“ress letters, however, are still being dispatched, but no 1DECEM.BEH 1978 ) =
lcnger with a railroad stamp, A large, numbered, label is VAN DE CENTRALE NR. _007021

now being used in conjunction with an envelope with a prin-
ted message that this concerns 2 press letter, To the

right you will see one of these labels which is canceled
just like a stamp. They are now called "controll" stamp,
and a regular postage stamp is no longer necessary.

DIRECTIE DER PTT.  [Datom DG
NADRUK VERBODEN | /97 :
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Above we give you some photos of the various railroad stamps which have heen used since 1946, The catalog
numbers refer to the "catalog" on the previous page.

The illustrations in this article do not appear in the book Spoos en Posi, Some of them were supplied
by the author, some were bought at a past auction of "Inter—Cover" in the Netherlands, by your editor.
we do thank Drs. Van der willigen for his permission to use this chapter from his book in our Journal,

’New’ Aerogrammes of the Antilles

Thanks to our member in the MNetherlands Antilles, Mr, Lejuez, we are able to give you the information
contained in this article, Those of you who collect postal stationery have been aware that Geuzendam's
catalog (3rd edition) lists the 2C cent aerogramme issued in 1061 (No. 3) as the latest, Even the 1978
supplement does not go beyond No. 9 in its new listings. Yet, Since 1961 two more aerogrammes have been
issued, a 25 cent and a 30 cent one. Perhaps Higogins & Gage has the exact year of issue for these two
aerogrammes (your editor doesn't have a copy), so we can only list these two new aerogrammes for you with
their characteristics. The format is slightly larger than that of the 20 cent aerogramme, namely in folded
condition 150 x 100 mm (the older ones were 140 x 20 mm). While the 25 cent had the stamp and the text
orinted in the blue of the rairmail" border, the 30 cent has the stamp and the text printed in red. For
a greater surprise, the 30 cent stamp is not the same one from the definitive series, which shows the
Aruba tower, but a reprint with a different value of the 20 cent Curagao stamp with the old "Duteh' gab-
les, We have no idea why this was done.

The text on the back is "upside down" acain to facilitate the use of a typewriter. At the top we
find “DE / VAN / FROM" followed by an accolade and two solid lines. Under these address lines is found 2
box with the text "ME RIEN INSERER . NIETS IMSLUITEN / NC ENCLOSURES . IMCLUSION PROHIBIDA", Two smali
pictures of scissors are found on the top and right-hand margins,

The 3C—cent rate for aerogrammes was definitely in effect on October 29, 1975, for I have in my col-
lection a 25-cent aserogramme with an additional S5—cent stamp, canceled in St. Eustatius, It seems that
the post office in the Netherlands Antilles was selling aerogrammes on which the extra value was alrezl;
applied in a stamp
because I have a
20-cent aerogramme
with & S-cent stam:
added,

According o
ilr, Lejuez, the
10—cent aerogramme
is also still in
use for mail be-
tween the islands,

This is Mo, 1 =
in the Zeuzendam
catalog.

If any of our
members has more
infornation on
these aerogranmes,
we will be nleased T
=6 pul:lish this in
a subseguent issue
aT the journal,

e do thank M.
Lejuez Tor his help.
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The 12%: 12 Comb Perforation

by Willem Alex. van Veldhoven

AN article by Drs. H. Buitenkamp in the latest Maandbled (June 1979) alerted me to another — and more cor—
rect view of the perforations 12%:12A, 12%:128 and 12%:12C,

Many of you know all about these three perforations, although the NVPH Special Catalog doesn't mention
them as such. But most of us are aware that the nineteenth century perforations 12%:12 can be divided in-
to B and C, based on the perforation machine. The NVPH catalog lists both perforations under the same
heading 12%:12, and only in the most recent catalog - the 1070 one - was a note added, giving the dates
For the so—called "b-comb'" and '"¢c—comb,." It is up to the "specialist" to distinguish between them.

Here we have the B and C version. What about the A version? This is where Drs. Buitenkamp alerted me.
According to him, and - partially — the NVPH catalog, there is no 124:12A version. If you look in the '79
Special Catalog you will see that the first perforated stamps of the Netherlands, the 1864 set of three,
are now listed as "Kamtanding 12-3/4:11-3/4," That is pretty close to 12%:12, but not the same. The 18978
catalog, by the way, still has 12%:12, This was the first perforation machine used for issued stamps in
the Netherlands. According to Drs. Buitenkamp, this machine also perforated the first printing of the
1867 set, so these too should be marked 12-3/4:11/3/4, rather than 12%:12, as is done now, We wonder 1T
this oversight will be corrected in the 1980 catalog (see page 22 of the 1979 catalog).

This machine was only used till the beginning of 1868, It regularly showed two peculiar faults: what
is called the "syncopated effect" and the "line perforation effect." Of course, the syncopated perfora-
tion effect can be explained very simply by assuming that the '"comb" of the machine in moving down a row
dit not connect with the bottom holes of the just-perfed comb, but left a little space, The line perfora—
tion effect I cannot explain, and I would always assume that a line perforation effect on one side was
due to a bad reperfing job. However, according to Drs, Buitenkamp we do have to consider that the line
perf effect is legitimate, If it is feasible I will write him for an explanation,

For those of you who are curious about the mechanics of perforation machines and the like we may have
an article on this technical aspect in the near future.

And here we arrive at the two perforations 12%:128 and 12%:12C., It might be well to "pechristen' them
12%:12A and 12%:12B, since we have seen that the originally named A did not exist. Comb perforation 12J:
12a, to give it the new name, was used from 1872 to 1884, the first three years with pins that produced a
"small hole" perforation (see under 1872, the D column)., That this was the same machine is proved by the
accompanying 11%:12 perforation in small holes (see column E). This flaw in the perforation machine caus-—
ed the first vertical row of the sheet to measure 11%:12 instead of the regular 12%:12, It is thus pos-—
sible to find horizontal pairs with these two perforations, the 11% version always on the left. In one
stamp of the Netherlands Indies we find that some sheets were perforated upside down so that we find the
41%:12 stamps in the right-hand vertical margin row. So here we may find pairs with the 11} version on the
1eft AND right. This occurs only with the 2% guilder William III stamp (NVPH No, 16).

As the "A—comb" — the new name — was not only used for stamps of the Netherlands, but also for the
ncolonial" issues, we will find that what goes for the Metherlands also applies to the Indies, Curagao¢
and Surinam, not to forget the postage due stamps.

We then find the comb perforation 12%:12A used in the Netherlands in the following stamps (these are
the ones accompanied by the 11%:12 perforation):

King William III (1875-1884) Numerals (1876-1885)
5 cent ¥% cent, type I

10 cent % cent, type II
12% cent 1 cent
15 cent 2 cent
20 cent 2% cent
25 cent
50 cent

Postage dues (1881-1884)

1 cent 15 cent

1% cent 20 cent

2% cent 25 cent
12% cent 1  guilder

For the Netherlands Indies we have:

King william IIT (1876-1884)

1 cent 15 cent
2 cent in various colors 20 cent
¥ cent 25 cent
5 cent 50 cent

10  cent 2% quilder

-l



Numerals {1883-1884)

2 cent
2% cent

Postage dues (1882-1883)

2% cent 20 cent
5 cent 40 cent
15 cent 75 cent

For Curagao we find:

King wWilliam III (1881-1882)

2% cent 25 cent
5 cent 50 cent
10 cent

For Surinam, finally, we have:

King William III (1880-1884)

2% cent And the overprinted remainders, such as:
B 1892, 2% ct on 50 cent
5 cent

10 cent 1898, 10 cent on 25 ct blue—green and ultramarine

28 ‘eent blus-gréen 1900. 25 cent on 50 ct
25 cent ultramarine

50 cent

Now, if we want to separate these stamps in our collection between '"A-comb'" and "B-comb" we follow the
following procedure:

The A-comb is characterized generally by bad perforations: the top perfs of the stamps are irregular
and/or almost nonexistant., Perforce the bottom perfs of the stamps are nice and long. The vertical perfo-
ration (the 12) tends towards 124 or is exactly 12. For the B-

comb the vertical perforation tends towards 11-3/4., The perfs of .*:*ﬁ

the B-comb are generally much '"neater" than those of the A-comb,
and there is no discrepancy between the top and bottom perfs;
they are alike in appearance. The MVPH catalog indicates that
faulty top perfs are "normal" with the A-comb (they still call
it the "b-comb"). If we look at the illustratien to the right
which shows a block of four of the 10 cent on 23 cent blue—green
of Surinam (NVPH No, 32 and 320) we can easily see how irregular
the A-comb perforated.

A note on page 25 of the 1979 Special Catalog gives the im-—
pression that the 22¥ cent might have te be added to the list
given above. However, the language used may refer to the comb
perforation 124%:12% in which this 22% cent stamp was also perfo-
rated, According to the Manuad by A. Arthur Schiller and Johan—
nes de Kruyf (1940) ALL values which were perforated with the
A—comb were subsequently also perforated with the B—comb. The
1879 NVPH catalog, however, states that only ''some" values were
perforated with the new comb which was used to perforate the ad-
ditional values: 74 cent, 22% cent and 1 guilder. This uncer—
tainty will perhaps be cleared up now in the 1980 edition of the
MVPH Special Catalog, or one of our readers may write in and
clear up the "mystery." In any event, I will not at this point give a listing of the stamps of the Nether-
lands and its '"colonies" which have been perforated with the "B—comb,"

The B-comb was used from 1385 to 1888, Pairs of the 12%:12A perforation of the Netherlands with the
11%:12 stamp on the left are extremely rare. The "colonial" stamps in pairs or blocks of four seem not to
be that rare, although here the question of "demand'" may also play a role, as well as the tendency, es-—
pecially in the West Indies to dabble in "speculation," which may have resulted in many more of these
combinations to have survived,

Thanks to the work of Frank W, Julsen and Dr. A, M, Benders in 4 Poatal Histony of Curagao, we find
that a separation between 124:12A and 124:12B for Curagao is possible, According to the listing on page
371, the B-comb was used for the 2¥%, 124, 15, 25, 30 and 60 cent stamps. The 12}, 15, 30 and 60 cents were
"new" values, but the 5, 10 and 50 cents were not included in the stamps perforated with the new B-comb,

For Surinam we can rely on the flanuad which lists the 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 cents under the B-comb
(of course, at that time named 12}%:12C),

As a footnote, we can point to a second oversight of the MVPH catalog., The first perforated stamp of
the Netherlands Indies should also have been listed as 12-3/4: 11-3/4 (NVPH No. 2),
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Platefault

UNDER Mo, 113f the NVPH Special Catalog lists a platefault which occurs in
the 4 cents 1923 (Scott No, 116). The catalog merely states: "right~hand top
side with damaged Points." If you look at the illustration to the right, you can
see what this means: the points to the right of the last N and 0 of NEDERLAMND
are completely gone, This occurs in only two stamps in the sheet of 200, the 4th
and 6th stamp in the seventh horizontal row, Since more than 11 million 4—cent
stamps were sold, this platefault should be very easy to find. As a matter of
fact, they can be found in sales books and old accumulations without trouble.

At the time the four stamps of this set were not exactly appresciated; the 1
and 2 cent, of course, are not easy to "translate" into an orange tree (symbol
of the House of Orange) which seems to grow out of a lion who seems cramped in
the "stockade'" of a "Netherlands garden," a favorite motif in medieval Dutch
art, signifying a safe, orotected nlace, The designer was M, de Klerk,
a Dutch architect, leader of the "Amsterdam School." The 2% cent, the posthorn
designed by S, H. de Roos, survived the changing taste in its simplicity to surface once again in 1943
with a golden overprint, showing that the enlargement of the design was an improvement,
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Fakes and Forgeries

IN a footnote to our last "Fakes and Forgeries'" column in the June journal we men-
+ioned a very unusual forgery of the Netherlands Indies No. 1, At the time we hoped to
be able to get some background information on this forgery which is not mentioned in
van de Loo's book on forgeries. However, we have searched in vain, and now give you a
photo of this stamp which appeared in a circuit book some time ago. If you look at the
illustration to the right you will immediately see that this is not a real No, 1, There
is an extra border line around the stamp, which may have been an indication where the
fake was supposed to have been cut, However, the stamp is cut outside this extra border
1ine, The color is a brownish red and it appears to be some kind of lithograph, very
coursely printed. The face of the King is almost a caricature of the original, All in all, an easy stamp
to stay away from, although people who start out collecting, and have never seen the real No. 1 may be
fooled.

To the left you see photos of two faked Curagao postage dues, both
already described in Van de Loo's book. According to the characteris—
tics of these two stamps, they belonyg to the second ed-
ition of Fournier, in Type IIL. NVPH Nos, 1-10 were
forged in this edition, which is to be distinguished
from the first edition by the absence of the small
circle in the left top ornament, However, it is evi-
dent that the circle has been removed in minute white
scratches which indicate where the circle originally
was, All stamps of the second edition also have a somewhat leaning B
in BETALEM., This is evident in the 20 cents but covered by the cancel

in the 2% cents.

The ten values have various line perforations; the ones above have 124 x 12%, The
color of the paper is yellow and shows a wove pattern on the back. The latter charac-—
teristic may not always be visibly present. The color of the stamps is very close to
that of the original, a clear green, Cancellation is a forged sguared-circle cancella-
tion of Curacac (without the cedille under the last C) (see the illustration above ¥s
and the date 5 3 1300,

The forgery of the 40 cents postage due of Curagao (see illustration at right),
does not belong to the described Fournier forgeries in Van de Loo's book. Tt does not
show the remains of the little circle, nor the leaning B of BETALEN. It also has a
vague cancellation which does not f011ow the pattern of Fournier's cancellations, but does not show enough
to be determined. It may very well be a legitimate cancel on a forged stamp, The color of the paper is
bright white and the color of the stamp is also a clear green, as are the originals, The perforation is
a line 12% x 11-3/4, which is the only thing that gives this forgery away If it had NOT been for the
perforation, it mlght pass for a real stamp.

ABSSS DS BESS NS S

TPV TTTY

The almost complete set of postage dues of Curagao NVPH Nos. 153-19 (see photos above) are also ade-—
quately described in Van de Loo's book, e add them to our column because we found that the color is an
easily recognized olive green instead of the clear green of the real stamps. Even so, it
would be easy to mistake these for the real ones, So we concentrate below on the major char-

acteristic which gives these away, If you look at the

enlarged photos to the right, you will see the real CENT
2% cent and in the column to the right a seguence :]:

of the shape the word "CENT'" takes in the various CENT
forgeries — the 10 ct at the top and the 40 ct at 2

the bottom, Note how in the real "T" the serifs

at the bottom are fairly long and thin, while al- CENT

most all the "T's" in the fakes have lumpy, triangular bottoms, CENT

rather than serifs, Most of the other letters in the fakes are in- CENT

stantly recognizable by their crude — look at the "C's" for instance -

shape, while in some cases there are small nicks in the letters. Note, for instance,

the "E" in the 30 ct (second from bottom), CENT
In the batch above there are both Types I and III, It is possible that Type II

was also faked, Although this set appeared in several color shades, the particular CENT

olive—green of these fakes was not among them. If you have stamps with this shade of

green, check the word "CENT" to be sure. If any member has this kind of fake in Type CENT

II, please let the editor know,
14



The One-Color Dutch Postage Due Stamps of 1912
in Comb Perforation 12Y/2

by P, Storm van Leeuwen

This article appeared in the Nederlandsch Maandblad voor Philatelie of April 7979. We thank Zhe
authon and the Editon of the Maandblad for peamission to trunsdate and publish in oun journad,
The taanslation i4 no# a4 good a4 it could have been; it turned out to be some kind of a "aush
4ob" because of a lack of time. However, we feel that this fresh approach Zo the double and sin-
gle printing posiage dues of the Netherlands will enable ws a little betier Zo sont these peaky
AXATDA .

Tt is gratifying to find that the interest for Netherlands stamps these days not only concerns post-—
age stamps but also the other issues by the postal authorities, Especially postage due stamps receilve
more and more the attention they deserve,

This article was written for those collectors who want to incorperate in their collections more than
just the main numbers in the WVPH catalog.

If one wants to collect postage due stamps, getting most of the major numbers does not yet pose a
problem; it gets vastly more difficult if one wants to add the main divisions according to the Special
Catalog,

In this article we will concern us with the one-color postage due stamps of the 1912-1920 issue, in
the comb perforation 12%:12%, These stamps have a Tew advantages:

1. The stamps are not expensive; even somebody with a limited budget can acquire a nice collection,

2, The stamps are excellent for a little more research. Here we would like to use the expression:

"shilately begins where the catalog stops."
3. Notwithstanding the low prices finding some stamps may involve some (pleasant) searching.

L3

Here follow some helpful hints to distinguish between the double and single printing postage due
stamps:

The stamps were issued in double printing (henceforth 2pr) as well as in single printing {henceforth
ipr), In the rest of this article it is not the intention to give a technical treatise on proofs, design,
first issue, settings, plate and printing faults and the like, One or the other has already been describ-
ed in the Maandblad in 1949,

It is a fact that many collectors still have a problem in distinguishing between the stamps of the
2pr and those of the ipr. The Special Catalog gives us insufficient information,

In the course of the years I have been enabled to check many postge due stamps and I have found a few
ways to distinguish between the two issues, In this article we will sort these methods although I want to
stress now already that in a few cases they will not give complete assurance,

The only items we need are a perforation gauge and a very good translucent ruler with a millimeter
scale in very thin lines, and if necessary a good magnifying glass,

Types of Printing

The stamps with perforation 12%:12% can be divided inte two groups: the stamps in double printing and
those in single printing. The stamps in 2pr, as the name already explains having been created by two pass-
es through the press, are also to be divided inte twe groups.

Until about 1912 the stamps were printed according to the system that employed separate blocks of type
for the word CENT and for the numerals. On the already printed sheets with borders, the value - consisting
of a loose CENT and a loose numeral - were added. This is the way it happened with the first printing.
Even so, of the 5 cent there were two printings. In March 1913 an issue of the 3 cent was delivered, also
printed 2pr according to this principle.

After 1912 small blocks were made which contained both the numeral and CENT in one piece. Thus the
distance between the numeral of wvalue and CENT is always constant, in distinction to the above-mentioned
first issue. These blocks with complete value indications were printed when needed on sheets with printed
borders.

Because on September 4, 1912, the first stamps - printed this way - were registered with the Control
Department, we assume that the first issue was printed with loose numeral and loose CENT, and the second
and third issue with the complete wvalue indication. (For the 5 cent the third and fourth issue.)

Remarkably enough in October 1919 an issue of 372,800 stamps of 7 cent were delivered in Zpr with
value and CENT in one block. This was probably done to hasten delivery, and separate plates of the 7 and
50 cent would not be ready in time.

Starting February 1915 for each value separate plates were made; the border as well as the value in-
dication were printed in one pass through the press. The value indications thus always have a firm place
within the border.

1834 - Comb Perforation 13%:12-3/4

The same new comb perforation which was used for the postage stamps was also since 1934 applied to
the postage dues. Although this article is concerned with the stamps in comb perforation 12%:12%k, it is
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of the greatest importance TABLE 7 — The Sipgle Rranting

to realize that the stamps
in the new perforarion

must be lpr stamps. value N II I v v
Most important is that in Distance Distance Time of delivery Number Number of
when in doubt whether a Cents  from T from T ?f ; stamps
stamp in comb 12%:12% is to the to the printings
épr or lpr, it can be com- horizontal  vertical delivered
pared with the identical ?ottom line rlght-hand
value in 13%:12-3/4 which UL arg.n
is lpr. The distance be- AN
tween the T of CENT and
the vertical and horizont- Y 3,7 5.1 Febr, 1916 - July 1920 6 1,302,800
al inper margin line in
the stamps with comb 13%: 1 3.8 5.2 March 1915 - Oct, 1933 21 4,918,800
12-3/4 is characteristic 1y 3.8 5.3 Oct. 1916 1 983,000
for the lpr (see Table).
In the new comb perfo- 2% 3.8 5.2 Apr. 1915 — Nov. 1933 13 3,987,000
ration the following val- 3 3.8 5.0 March 1915 — Aug., 1920 5 1,802,000
ues appeared:
1934: 1,2%, 4, 5, 10 and 4 2T 5.3 Febr, 1916 — July 1933 9 2,253,800
_-— ;g e 4y - = Oct, 1916 + HMay 1917 2 594,200

5 cen
1938: 12% cent 5 BT 5.1 March 1915 - Aug. 1933 12 8,354,800

s 1

igié' - andtSD b 5% - » Oct. 1916 + May 1917 2 591,200

: 3 cen
7 845 5.0 Febr, 1920 + Aug, 1920 2 778,180
Eizzbiii:;ZE ;?ﬁgg;f£2§— % 309 5.0 March 1915 — Febr, 1920 4 1,502,200
Double Printings 10 3.8 5,2 March 1915 - Oct. 1933 19 7,016,200
1. Color 12% 3.7 5.2 Febr, 1916 - Dec. 1933 9 3,667,400
As the value indica- 45 Agr 5.0 March 1915 - Apr, 1933 14 3,332,800

tions in the stamps with

2pr were applied in a sep- 20
arate pass through the 25 - = Febr, 1916 — Aug. 1923 12 4,058,100
press, it often happens

that the color of the bor- -
der differs from that of

the value indication. But this is not always the case. On top we will have to consider the normal fading
which can play a role.

As regards the difference between the 2pr and lpr colers, it has been found that the coler of the Zpr
stamps is much more even, this in distinction to the color of the lpr stamps which are noticeably spotty.
Under a magnifying glass it can be seen that the color of the lpr looks as if it were "built up" of light-
er and darker ink spots (alsc for the 50 cent).

The 7 cent in lpr is very simply to distinguish from the 7 cent in 2pr; here there is a distinct col-
or difference. The 2pr stamp has the same spotty appearance as the other values in lpr. However, the Ipr
is much more even in color, and is light bluish grey, as the catalog states.

March 1920 — Nov. 1933 9 2,420,600

2, Put the stamps to be checked over the identical value in comb 13%:12-3/4

In the 2pr stamps the value indication often does not stand exactly in the center. By putting the to
be checked stamp on top of a stamp with the same value in the comb 13%:12-3/4, and holding it tight with
tweezers, and against lamp light, one can without too much trouble discover the 2pr stamp.

However, not all 2pr stamps show this excentric value indication.

3. Value Indication Showing on the Back

On the back of used (!) stamps we often find with 2pr a visible "punch through" of the bottom side
of CENT and the numeral, especially the fraction bar. This is easy to see if we hold the stamp at an ang-
le against the light and look at the back. In the front the paper under the value indication is somewhat
impressed. This is caused by printing the border and the value indication at different times,

4, Date

For the used stamps a clearly readable cancel with visible date is the hest guarantee for the Kind of
stamps one is concerned with.

Stamps canceled before the date in column II of Table 1 are 2pr stamps. It should, however, be remem-
bered that between the mentioned date of delivery by the printer and actual use many months can be found.

Stamps canceled before March 1913 (for the 3 cent February 1914) are surely stamps belonging to the
first printing (issue) of the double printing postage due stamps.

5. Measuring Distances
In addition to the method mentioned under 2 one can use a better method which is described below:
Here we compare the distances from the T of CENT to the inner bettom margin line. The results are found
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TABLE 2 - The Double Printing

First printing Second and third printing

Total number
double~-

- with those of
the distance be-
tween the T and
the right-hand
inner vertical

value in  Time of Number of Time of Mumber of printed margin line - in
cents delivenry stamps delivery stamps stamps columns I and T
of Table 1 for
4 Apr, 1912 ? March 1813 + Febr, 1914 ? 748,800 the distances of
the lpr stamps
1 March 1912 201,580 March 1913 + Febr. 1914 812,800 904,380 One shauld
1% March 1912 193,180 193,180 take care that
the line through
2% March 1912 288,980 March 1913 + Febr, 1914 406,800 785,780 the T and through
3 March 1913 ? Febr, 1914 ? 342,800 the vertical line
are perpendicu-
4 March 1912 192,780 March 1913 + Febr, 1014 495,600 688,380 lar (see column
5 pec, 1011 + 7 March 1913 + March 1914 ? 4,378,780 /el Bigurs 3
Also the lines
March 1912 through the foot
of the T and the
7 Oct, 1919 372,800 372,800 Lt iaT e
kg March 1912 187,140 March 1913 + March 1914 307,000 494,140 (column I). Ez--
timate the tenths
10 March 1912 377,980 March 1913 + Febp, 1914 521,800 899,780 of mm very care-
12% March 1912 194,780 March 1914 192,600 387,380 fully, if neces-
sary by holding
15 March 19712 188,380 March 1913 + Febr, 1914 243,600 431,980 a magnifying
50 March 1920 954, 800 954,800 glass over the

transparent rul-
er,

Is the distance you find clearly (!) different from those in columns I and II, then you are sure to

have a 2pr stamp.

Nota Bene (Take Care)

Checking differences in the paper used does not give any surety. Under UV light we see various kinds

of paper which cannot be correlated with a certain printing.

Double Printing stamps

fer.

plus third printings.

The Difference Between thé First and Second plus Third Printing of the

In the first place the distance between the numeral and CENT can dif-
However, it is almost impossible to to measure the distance between
two horizontal lines - one line through the top of CENT and the other line
through the foot of the numeral. The lines hardly ever are perpendicular,
so it is very difficult to indicate a firm distance for the second plus
the third printing, and thus to distinguish between the first and second

A good method is to place the numeral of the stamp which is being check-
ed exactly on the numeral of the identical value in the comb perforation
13%:12-3/4 and lo hold these against the light, In sose cases it can be
seen that the position of CENT is different. The safest method here again
is to have a readable cancel with a firm date. Dates before September 1912

are certainly of the first printing.

Checking mint stamps is vastly more difficult., Some values have char—
acteristic differences between the first and second plus third printings.

Figure 1 - Measurement of
distances 1. The ¥ cent, first printing (see Fig. 24)
1. the extended fraction bar cuts the C of CENT
2. a line dropped from the 2 cuts the N @ N
3. the serif of the 1 is straight N

4. the 1 is positioned directly above the E l
The 5 cent, second plus third printing (see Fig. 2B)
L. the extended fraction bar passes by the C of CENT
2. a line dropped from the 2 passes between the E
and the ¥
3. the serif of the 1 is pointisg up somewhat
4. 1 is positioned between the C and the E
2. 1) cent, first printing
The stamps with a low-standing 1 of the fraction
(see page 188 of the 1979 NVPH Special Catalog) be-
long to the first printing: there was no other printing
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Figure 2B - % cent 2pr

(To be continued in December)



