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Editor’s Message       November, 2019 
 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
Believe it or not, but this is the latest issue of 2019.  It is four pages less 
in size than usual, because my supply of articles has run dry. So, please 
step up to the plate (it is World Series season), and make sure that we can 
have a full magazine next time. 
 
My exhibit of the ‘Onbekend’ forms earned a silver at the Greater 
Houston Stamp Show. Because of Hurricane Imelda, which dumped close 
to one meter (40 inches) of rain and postponed the opening of the show 
by a day, the regular judges were not able to make it to show, and local 
volunteers had to step in. Perhaps this explains the somewhat lackluster 
reception of my exhibit. 
 
In my role as Secretary of the ASNP, I have to remind our membership 
that fees are due before September 1. For some reason or another, there 
are always a fairly large number of straddlers who need multiple 
reminders. Not a pleasant task, but all except for two members, have 
renewed  or replied that they no longer wish to be part of our Society. A 
full report on our membership status can be found on page 41. 
 
Ben 
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Mr. & Mrs. Hartpole Lecky and Queen Sophia of the Netherlands; 
what did they have in common?  

  

by Hans Kremer  

I came across ten letters, all addressed to Mrs. Hartpole Lecky / Baroness v(an) Dedem. 
 
The first one (Figure 1) was dated January 26, 1873, sent from ‘s-Gravenhage (The Hague) to Madame Hartpole 
Lecky at 72 Parkstreet in London. The letter arrived in London the next day. The 15 cent postage was the correct 
rate for a letter to England in 1873. The numeral obliteration cancel # 44 was applied at the ‘s-Gravenhage post 
office as was the small round dated departure cancel.  

Because I had nine other letters addressed to her, ranging in dates from 1874 through 1893 I was curious to find 
out who this person was. Her maiden name was “van Dedem” but I first checked to see what I could find out 
about Mr. Hartpole Lecky, her husband. 
 
Typing in “Hartpole Lecky” in Google.com came back with 131,000 (!) hits. I must admit, I had never heard of 
him but he turned out to be quite well known. As you’ll understand I had to make a choice how much information 
to pass on. So, here it goes:  
 
William Edward Hartpole Lecky (1838-1903), an Anglo-Irish historian was perhaps the greatest historical scholar 
Ireland ever produced.  
 
William Lecky was born in Newtown Park near Dublin on March 26, 1838. After the death of his father when he 
was 14, Lecky was raised as a member of the family of the 8th Earl of Carnwath. He received his bachelor of arts 
degree in 1859 at Trinity College, Dublin, and his master of arts degree in 1863.  

Figure 1: Letter sent Jan.26, 1873 from The Hague to Madame Hartpole Lecky in London.  
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Lecky entered an active career in letters with the anonymous publication of his 
first book, Religious Tendencies of the Age, in 1860, at the age of 22. The fol-
lowing year a second work, The Leaders of Public Opinion in Ireland, also 
published anonymously, was received with disappointing results. Lecky’s pri-
vate income made it possible for him to spend a large part of each year work-
ing abroad in the great Continental libraries. 
 
Lecky's reputation as historian and essayist was finally secured with the publi-
cation of his History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of Rationalism 
(1865) and the History of European Morals from Augustus to Charlemagne
(1869). Both proved enormously popular. His most important work, the Histo-
ry of England in the Eighteenth Century, whose final volume appeared in 
1890, occupied most of his attention during his scholarly life. The work finally 
took form in two parts—seven volumes on England and five on Ireland. A stat-
ue of Hartpole Lecky can be found in Dublin, Ireland (Figure 2) 
 
In February 1870 Dutch Queen Sophia (married to King William III) traveled 
to Torquay, England for a stay of about four weeks. The travel route from The 
Hague to Torquay was unusual since it first went to Cologne (Germany), and 
from there to Liege (Belgium), Mechelen (for lunch with the King and Queen 
of Belgium) and then on to Calais (France) before crossing the English Chan-
nel. The newspapers picked up on this unusual route and wrote that rumors had 

it that the stop in Cologne was meant for the Queen to meet a German princess who was a candidate to marry 
Dutch Crown Prince William (1840-1879). One newspaper added that these kinds of rumors had been going on 
for ten years already and nothing had come of it, so better not to pay too much attention to it. Crown Prince Wil-
liam never did marry and he died before his father, King William III died. Ultimately it was Wilhelmina (daughter 
of William III’s second wife) who succeeded him.  
 
On the 1870 trip the Queen was accompanied by, among others, 
her maid-of-honor Baroness Elisabeth van Dedem (Figure 3). It 
was during this stay in England, at a soiree given by Queen Sophia 
at Dean Stanley’s house, that Mr. Hartpole Lucky met Elisabeth 
van Dedem. He subsequently visited Queen Sophia at Palace Huis 
ten Bosch in The Hague and became engaged to Elisabeth. Queen 
Sophie was a prolific writer of letters and fortunately many of those 
letters have been preserved in various archives. Queen Sophie was 
quite opinionated, About Mr. Lecky she wrote: “I believe she 
(Elisabeth van Dedem) made the right choice; he is of high morals 
and very talented.” Also, on June 6, 1871 she wrote: “Mr. Lecky 
arrived last week. He is undoubtedly a very devoted, but not pas-
sionate lover, and I think that he is thinking about the gnostici and 
catacombs as much as he is thinking about his bride.”  
 
The wedding took place in June 1871 (Figure 4). It was one of 
those little ironies that Mr. Lecky, who desired his wedding to be 
as quiet as possible, should have been married at a Court; but this 
was inevitable, as Queen Sophia wished it to be from her house, 
Huis ten Bosch in The Hague. The civil ceremony took place at the 

The Hague City Hall and the reli-
gious service at the British Legation. 
The wedding breakfast was given by the Queen at Huis ten Bosch in the 
“Oranjezaal”, the same place where in 1899 the first Peace Conference would be 
held. Prince Alexander, the Queen’s second son, proposed to the health of the new-
ly married couple, which Lecky acknowledged in a few felicitous and graceful 
words, such as he always had at his command.  

Figure 2: Statue of Hartpole Lecky at 
Kings’ College Dublin, Ireland. 

Figure 4: Wedding Announce-
ment, June 14, 1871. 

Figure 3: Elisabeth van Dedem (Courtesy of the van 
Dedem Family). 
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The Queen wrote a short time later: “The Lecky wedding went very well with nice weather. They write cheerfully 
from Heidelberg, although he nearly left her at the train station – he is buying books and had her send back some 
clothes to make more room. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Lecky moved into a house at 72 Parkstreet in London, but in March 1873 the couple settled down at 
38 Onslow Gardens in London which was from then on their home. On the wall next to the front door of 38 
Onslow Gardens one can see a commemorative plaque (Figure 5).  
 
Mr. Lecky died in London on Oct. 22, 1903. 
 
In 1894 the couple visited Tyrol (then part of Austria, now part of Italy) and while there 
Mr. Lecky wrote: “The place is extremely beautiful, with a delightful mixture of Italian 
coloring and Alpine air, with large fir woods and fine distant glaciers, and their strangely 
jagged and pinnacled forms of the Dolomites with their streaks of porphyry, and, I think, 
perhaps a greater variety of walks than any mountain place I know.  
 We mean to stay here all August, but not, I think, longer. The hotel is very crowded, 
but we have now got comfortable rooms. Among the few people we know are Sir Charles 
Hallé and his very charming Swedish wife, who plays the violin beautifully, and whom I 
dare say you know under her professional name of Norman Neruda.”  

Mr. and Mrs. Lecky went afterwards to Hotel 
Mendelhof on the Mendelpass, near Bolzano 
(Bozen in German), and to the Italian lakes 
(Figure 6). 
 
Elisabeth Lecky van Dedem was born 
in Deventer, the Netherlands. She was a mem-
ber of the Dutch aristocratic Van De-
dem family, who were prominent in the indus-
trial development of the Netherlands. Her 
brother was the lawyer and politician Willem 
Karel van Dedem. In her youth she served as 
lady-in-waiting to Sophie of Württemberg. Her 
sister Pauline van Dedem, later Pauline de 
Beaufort - van Dedem, succeeded her as lady-
in-waiting and later became grande-maîtresse 
of Queen Sophie as well as of Queen Emma 
(King William III’s second wife).  
 
Elisabeth actively campaigned for human 
rights. She joined prominent suffragists in pe-
titioning for the extension of Parliamentary 
suffrage alongside Millicent Faw-

cett and Elizabeth Garrett Anderson in 1897. She raised funds and agitated on behalf of the Irish Distressed La-
dies Fund, as well as for the higher education of women in Ireland through her support of Alexandria College, 
Dublin.  
 
Mrs. Lecky also engaged in biographical and historical writing. In 1900, she edited and introduced the military 
autobiography of her ancestor, Anton Boudewijn Gijsbert van Dedem van Gelder. Following her husband William 
Lecky's death in 1902 she wrote his biography, A Memoir of the Right Honourable William Edward Hartpole 
Lecky, Member of the French Institute and of the British Academy (1909) (Figure 7). As author was written “By 
His Wife”. Later editions that came out after Mrs. Lecky’s passing in 1912, mention the author as by “Elisabeth 
van Dedem Lecky.” In 1908 she had also edited a posthumous collection of Mr. Lecky’s essays, Historical and 
Political Essays. Mrs. Lecky died in London on May 23, 1912.  

Figure 5: Plaque at 38 
Onslow Gardens, London. 

Figure 6: Letter sent Sept. 4, 1894 from Heerde to Mrs. Lecky’s vacation ad-
dress in Austria. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elisabeth_van_Dedem_Lecky#cite_note-10
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Part of Mrs. Lecky’s Will was published in “The Irish Independent” of June 26, 1912 
(Figure 8). The Will mentions that she left the bronze bust of her husband to Trinity 
College. Through Google.com I found out that the bust is at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
Dublin, but that there is also a copy (?) of it at the National Portrait Gallery (NPG) in 
London (Figure 9).  
 
I was curious to find out who wrote most of the letters since the handwriting on seven 
of the letters was the same. After some research I got in touch with Jeanne Kamerlingh 
Onnes, whose mother is a van Dedem. Jeanne enthusiastically responded to my request 
for additional information. What struck me especially is that I could not find a picture 
of Elisabeth van Dedem anywhere. Jeanne was nice enough to make a picture of a por-
trait of Elisabeth (Figure 3) which hangs in one of the rooms of Castle Vosbergen in 
Heerde, where her mother still resides. It most likely was Elisabeth’s younger sister 
Pauline (1842-1912) who wrote the letters. 
 
Two other covers, both sent in 1874, are interesting from a philatelic point of view.  
The first one (Figure 10) was sent August 28, 1874 from Apeldoorn to London. Cor-

rectly franked with two stamps totaling 
15 cent. The two stamps were, follow-
ing the rules, obliterated with a numer-
al cancel. Apeldoorn had received a 
numeral marker #6 on March 24, 1869. 
To distinguish it from the numeral #9 
marker (Assen) it had an extra dot un-
der the 
6” (Figure 
11).  
 
  

Figure 7: Mr. Lecky’s Biography by 
“His Wife”  

Figure 8: Mrs. Lecky's Will. 

Figure 9: Bronze Bust of 
Mr. Lecky at the NPG in 
London. 

Figure 10: Letter sent from Apeldoorn to London August 28, 1874. 
Figure 11: Numeral cancel # 
6 with extra dot. 
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Examples of stamps with numeral #6 clearly showing the extra dot are rare.  
 
I took a closer look at the two numerals on my cover but with the naked eye I did not see any obvious extra dot, 
although it should be there. 
 
I took out a magnifying glass and then I noticed under the “6” of the blue 5 cent William III stamp indeed a very 
vague dot (Fig. 12). The reason the dot has 
disappeared (or just being worn down) some-
times is because the tip of the extra dot was a 
thinner than the normal dots of the marker. 
The marker was applied quite forcefully to 
get a good impression and if it was not ap-
plied vertically, then there were lateral forces 
on the marker. As a result the tapered, thinner 
dot wore out more quickly. 
 
The other cover I’m showing was also sent in 
1874, this one from Soest (?) to London 
(Figure 13). Soest is close to the Royal Palace 
in Soestdijk. The Soestdijk Palace was the 
residence of Prince Hendrik, a younger broth-
er of William III. 
 
Correct postage, again with two stamps, but 
this time canceled with the ‘Franco in box’ 
marker, and also a small round train cancel 
“Amsterd-Zutph C”. 
 
 Figure 12: Vague dot under the 6. 

Figure 13: August 19, 1874, Soest to London. 
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In 1870 the Hollandsche IJzeren Spoorweg Maatschappij (HSM) was awarded a license to build a railroad con-
necting Amsterdam to Zutphen. Its main purpose was to get better access to German industries. The first part of 
the railroad, called the Oosterspoorweg, was completed June 10, 1874. It only went as far as Amersfoort. The 
train stopped in Weesp, Naarden-Bussum, Hilversum and Baarn. The Amersfoort to Zutphen part of the route was 
not completed until 1876.  
 
Just prior to the opening of the Oosterspoorweg, in May 1874, small round “Amsterd-Zutph” and “Franco in box” 
markers were issued to the “Insp. te Utrecht voor Cond: Oosterspoorweg”, as can be seen handwritten at the bot-
tom of Figure 14. The use on the cover shown here is an early use of both of these 
markers.  
 
In a Dutch newspaper of June 13, 1874 it shows that the “Amsterd-Zutph C” 
marker was used on the train “Naar Amsterdam” (To Amsterdam) (Figure 15). 

 
When in 1869 the nu-
meral cancels were 
introduced they were 
to take the place of the 
Franco markers, but 
the Franco marker 
could still be used to 
cancel stamps on mail 
put on a train.  
 
Such was the case 
here.  
 
It’s interesting to follow the creation of the Amsterd 

– Zutph small round marker. The production of any new marker came from the Minister of Finance. Reporting to 
him in 1874 were both the ‘PTT’ and the Munt College (Governing Board of the Mint in Utrecht). 
 
On May 20, 1874 Finance Minister van Delden sent a letter to the Munt College asking it to have the engraver of 
the Mint make markers, listed on the accompanying list. You might notice that also “Naamstempel met rand” 
markers were ordered for Amersfoort, Amsterdam, Baarn, Hilversum, Naarden, and Weesp (Figure 16). 

Figure 14: Markers handed out 
May 30, 1874. 

Figure 15: June 13, 1874: Amsterdam-Zutphen C is going to Amster-
dam. 

Figure 16: ‘Aanvrage’ (Request) No. 34 (top left),  May 20, 1874 (top right). 
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The form shown in Figure 16 was the standard ‘Request form’ for these types of orders, and had 27 columns, three 
of which were left blank. The column headings were (translated): NAMES of OFFICES that need markers etc., 
Ordinary date marker, Franco-date marker, Marker: Registered, Marker: Rebut, Marker: After mail time, Marker: 
Insufficient, Marker : Write off, Marker : Franco, Devalue marker  n#...., Name marker: Auxiliary offices, 
Seals: Post offices, Seals: Conductors, Mail carrier marker, Letter characters: Letter ….., Set of characters ord. 
date-marker, Set of characters franco date-marker, three blank columns, and Notes.  
 
The remark in the ʻAanmerkingen՚ column reads: instead of the regular hourly characters,  the I, II, III, IV  and A, 
B, C, D characters should be sent. This of course because the Amsterd- Zutph marker was to be used aboard a 
train.  
 
When the Mint engraver was finished the markers were sent to the 
‘PTT’ main office in The Hague where a print of the markers was 
put in the “Stempelboek” (Book of Markers), before the marker 
was sent to the appropriate post office (Figure 17).  Although the 
original request read Amsterd: and Zutph:, the “:”s were left off in 
the delivered marker.  
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Figure 17: Stempelboek entry of the Amsterd-Zutph 
marker.   





Mr.  
Mrs. 
Miss. 
Ms. 
Dr. 
Rev.  
 

Last Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
First Name:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Adres: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Selvage information 
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The cover shown in Figure 1 was mailed from Saint Louis, Missouri, to The Hague on February 24, 1949. Mark-
ers placed by the Dutch post-office indicate that the cover was returned to sender because the address was un-
known (bi-lingual marker onbekend/inconnu) and that a search by the Civil Registry in The Hague was fruitless 
(marker lower left).  

The reverse of the cover (Figure 2), provides additional information. A red marker plus handwriting states that the 
addressee does not live at the J. v. Stolberglaan 6 and that a better address in the district is not known. This is fol-
lowed by the note ‘perceel verwoest’ (house destroyed). The head mail carrier (or perhaps sorter) accorded this 
finding by placing his rectangular mark (24).  
 
The cover (Figure 1) shows the ‘6 Juliana laan’ as the address. The mail sorter in The Hague must have recog-
nized that the street name must refer the ‘Juliana van Stolberg laan’ instead. Juliana was Queen of the Netherlands 
from September 4, 1948 till April 30, 1980. Juliana van Stolberg was born on February 15, 1506 and died on July 
15, 1850. She was the mother of ‘Willem van Oranje’ or ‘Father of the Fatherland.’ A statue of her and her five 

sons, unveiled in 1930 by (then) Princess Juliana, stood at the Louise de Coligny square in The Hague (Figure 3). 
 
Back to the handwritten note ‘perceel verwoest’ on the cover’s reverse. During World War 2, the Netherlands was 
occupied by Germany from May 10, 1940 through May 5, 1945. Fearing an invasion, the Germans built strong 
defenses along the coast, the ‘Atlantik Wall,’ which stretched from Norway to the border with Spain.  
 
The Hague was essentially split in two with many of its inhabitants displaced and numerous houses destroyed. 

The wall ran through the ‘Haagse Bos,’ a wooded area of about 100 hectares, which was part of a large forest that 
extended along the coast from 's-Gravenzande till Alkmaar during the early Middle Ages.  

House Destroyed 
  

by Ben H. Jansen  

Figure 1: Cover mailed from Saint Louis, Missouri to The Hague on February 24, 1949. Bilingual marker upper 

left indicates that address was unknown (onbekend/inconnu), and the lower left marker was placed after a query at 
the Civil Registry in The Hague was fruitless. 
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The Haagse Bos borders the neighborhoods Mariahoeve and Marlot, Be-
zuidenhout, Benoordenhout, Stationsbuurt, and Centrum. 
 
The German army had cut down half of the trees, many centuries old, in the 

Haagse Bos in an area bordering the Bezuidenhoutseweg to provide an open 
shooting range. Reinforced concrete bunkers were erected and tank ditches 
were dug.  During the later stages of the war, V2 rockets were launched 

from the Haagse Bos, many of which landed on London. To stop this as-
sault, the Allies organized an aerial bombing attack on the rocket launchers. 
On the morning of March 3, 1945 medium and light bombers of the North 

American B-25 Mitchell and Douglas Boston types from the 137 Wing and 
139 Wing of the Second Tactical Air Force took off from Vitry-en-Artois in 
Northern France and Melsbroek near Brussels, respectively. Two targets in 

the Haagse Bos were selected (see spots marked ‘A’ and ‘B’ in Figure 4), 
with most of the 139 Wing attacking the left-most one, and the remaining 
139 Wing planes plus the 137 Wing aiming their bombs on the right-most 

target. Unfortunately, the coordinates of the right-most target were inter-
changed (‘x’ becoming ‘y’ and vice versa), placing it in the middle of Be-
zuidenhout (see the spot marked ‘F’ in Figure 4). Coupled with a (partial) 
lack of visibility because of cloud cover, and a stronger northerly wind than 

anticipated, many of the 67 tons of high explosive bombs dropped between 9 and 9:30 o'clock in the morning 
caused widespread destruction in the Bezuidenhout. The ensuing fires engulfed large parts of the neighborhood, 
overwhelming the under-staffed and under-equipped fire brigade (many firemen had gone into hiding or had been 

transported to Germany as forced labor, and there was a severe shortage of gasoline). 

The Juliana van Stolberglaan received several direct hits, but most damage was done by the ensuing fire. The ex-
tent of the destruction can be seen in Figure 5, showing the situation in 1946. The Haagse Bos is at the bottom, and 
the (blue) arrows point to the Juliana van Stolberglaan.  

Figure 2: Reverse of cover shown in Figure 1. Red marker at top states that the addressee does not live at the J. 

van Stolberglaan 6 and that a better address is not known in the neighborhood. Handwriting indicates that the 
house has been destroyed. Head mail carrier ‘24’ approves of these observations. 

Figure 3: Statue of Juliana van Stolberg 

and her five sons. 
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Figure 4: Map showing the bombing targets, marked A and B, and the target F resulting from inverting the coordinates of 

target B. Dots mark the location where the bombs fell. Planes from 139 Wing followed the direction indicated by the sold 
(blue) arrows, and the 137 Wing followed the dashed arrows. The wind came from the north-east (black arrow). 

Figure 5: The Bezuidenhout neighborhood in 1946. The Haagse Bos is at the bottom, and the arrows point to the Juliana van 

Stolberglaan. 
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Miraculously, the Juliana van Stolberg monument survived the destruction 
(Figure 6), but after the war, it was moved to the Koningin Marialaan in 1956. 

 

The ground floor of the house at Juliana van Stolberglaan 6 housed an auxiliary 
post-office, which was opened on March 20, 1939. Since the house was located 
at the corner of the Juliana van Stolberglaan and the Anna van Saxenplein, the 
date cancel used by the office does not refer to the Juliana van Stolbergplein 

(Figure 7).  
 
Figure 8 shows the house (and post office) before the 
start of the war, in September 1939 and in March 1945 
after the bombing. Clearly the adjective ‘verwoest’ is an 
accurate description of the condition of the house. 
 
The bombardment and fires caused the death of at least 
550 people and many more injured. The addressee of the 
cover, Mrs. C. Schadee, does not appear on the list of the death. 

 

 

Air Marshal Sir Arthur Coningham was the commander of the Second Tactical Air Force from January 21, 1944 
through July 15, 1945, when it was renamed the British Air Forces of Occupation. The card shown in Figure 9 cel-
ebrates the victory in Europe and carries a message by Coningham. The card was mailed from Field Post Office 

762 in August 1945, to someone in Haarlem, in an ‘Active Service’ envelop, allowing the sender ‘Stekkie’ to mail 
the card for free.  

Unfortunately, I have not been able to find out more about the addressee and sender of the cover shown in Figures 
1 and 2. 

Notes: 
Wikepedia was the source for the background of the Juliana van Stolberg sculpture, and Air Marshal Coning-

ham. 
Most of the Bezuiderhout bombing background is documented on https://anemaa.home.xs4all.nl/ges/

geschiedenis_den_haag.htm 
The cancel shown in Figure 6 is derived from http://poststempels.nedacademievoorfilatelie.nl 

Figure 6: Juliana van Stolberg monu-
ment after the bombing. 

Figure 7: Date 

cancel delivered by 
the Mint on Janu-

ary 25, 1939. 

Figure 8: Juliana van Stolberglaan 6-6A-6B. Left: September 1939 (Photo W.J. van der Pool, Municipal Archive The 

Hague) Right: March 1945 (Photo C.P.A. Kanters, Municipal Archive The Hague) 

https://anemaa.home.xs4all.nl/ges/geschiedenis_den_haag.htm
https://anemaa.home.xs4all.nl/ges/geschiedenis_den_haag.htm
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Figure 9: Card to celebrate Victory in Europe, with a message from Air Marshall Coningham, commander of the Sec-

ond Tactical Air Force, mailed from Field Post Office 762 in August 1945 to Haarlem. 
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Up until 1918 all the postal stationery, and indeed the stamps, of the Netherlands East Indies had been printed in 
the Netherlands by J. Enschede and Sons in Haarlem, with the war in Europe, that was to change. 
 
In 1918 supplies of the 5 cent postal stationery card were running low, for the stock had not been replenished. The 
5 cent card was in constant demand as it was the N.E.I. inland post card rate and their post card rate back to the 
Netherlands and to the other Dutch colonies in the West if sent by Zeepost, which means all the way by Dutch 
ship. So, in 1918 the State Printing Works in Weltevreden were asked to produce a 5 cent card similar to those 
last received from Enschede in 1913.  
 
These cards duly appeared with the first sighting on 20 August 1918. They were subsequently re-printed and 
these are recorded first used on 27 May 1919. Apart from the pre-stamp era postage due labels of N.E.I., these 
were the first items of postal stationery and postage stamps to be printed outside the Netherlands! 
 
There are some small differences, but on the whole they are a pretty good impression. 
 

Printing   Card stock   Ink color 
Enschede   cream   carmine 
N.E.I. 1918  grey-white   carmine 
N.E.I. 1919  grey-white   brick red 
 

The N.E.I. -printed cards are thinner. However, the major variance is in the design of the value tablet. In the En-
schede version there is a tiny white dash within the scroll in each of the four corners – these white dashes are 
missing on the N.E.I. design (see Figure 1).  

 
It is still possible to find these N.E.I. produced cards in dealers’ stock, priced as Enschede printing and occasion-
ally there is an added bonus. 

N.E.I. The Postal Consequences of W.W.1, Part 4: Locally Produced 
Postal Stationery Cards 

  

by Richard Wheatley   

Figure 1: Left: Enschede printing. Right: N.E.I. printing. Arrow points to white dash in scroll. 
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This N.E.I. printed card shown in Figure 2 is the brick red version and was used in Padang (Sumatra) on 11 No-
vember 1919 and it came with a bonus.  
 
 

On the front at the left there is a boxed purple cachet: J. SCHILD, PADANG. Mr. Schild was the German Consul 
in Padang and earlier, in November 1914, he provided Consular assistance to the German seamen from the Ger-
man raider SMS Emden! They had arrived at Padang on board the commandeered schooner Ayesha and subse-
quently made their way back, via Turkey in May 1915, to Germany! An incredible journey.  
 
References: 
Geuzemdams’ Catalogus van de Postwaardestukken van Nederland en Overzeese Rijksdelen. 
Tripple Odyssey: Edward B Proud RDP. 
 

 
 
 

 
As of November 1, 2019, the ASNP has 81 paying members. This is up by two from last year, and down by five 
from 2017. In other words, the membership is fairly stable. 
 
Nine of our members receive a hard-copy version of Netherlands Philately only, 47 receive the  magazine by e-
mail only, and the remaining 25 received both hard-copy and e-mail version. Again, these numbers have not sig-
nificantly changed since last year. 
 
We also mail eleven hard-copy magazines to philatelic libraries, publications, and our sponsors (advertisers). 
 
As printing and mailing costs continue to rise, I implore the hard-copy receivers to switch to e-mail only. As a side 
benefit, it would ease my task as Editor and Publisher. 
 
Our membership is truly international, with 23 members living outside the USA, 10 of which live in The Nether-
lands, and the remainder spread over Canada, Europe, Asia and Australia. We do not have any members from 
Middle or South America, or Africa. 

Figure 2: N.E.I.-produced card, Padang November 11, 1919. 

Report from the ASNP Secretary 
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Emperor Karel V, and Lord of the Low Countries, was born in Gent on February 24, 1500. A commemorative 
block  of stamps was issued in 2000 (Figure 1). Among other things, the block shows a highly distorted map of 
the Low Countries, and I was intrigued what kind of projection was used. Also, I wanted to see how it compared 
to the stamp issued in 1981, on the occasion of the 450 year existence of the  ‘Raad van State’ (State Council), 

shown in Figure 2. This stamps shows 
maps of the The Netherlands in 1531 
and 1981. 
 
First, I con-
sulted the 
Grote His-
torische 
Schoolatlas 
(Grand His-
torical 
School At-
las) by H. 
Hettema to determine how the low 
countries looked like in 1550 and the 
result is the second panel from the 
right of Figure 3. The basic shape of 
the present-day Netherlands, Belgium 

and Luxembourg is 
easily recognizable. 
 
Image editing to iso-
late the maps of Fig-
ures 1 and 2 and to 
bring them to the 
same vertical scale as 
the historical map, 
resulted in the left– 
and right-most panels 
of Figure 3, respec-
tively. 
 
Expanding the Karel 
V map by a factor of 
two horizontally, the 
second from the left 
map of Figure 3 was 
obtained. 
 
Comparing the maps, 

it is clear that the Karel V map was obtained from a regular, probably Mercator, projection, but compressed 50% 
in width. However, it appears to miss the territories at  the bottom of the historical map. The Raad van State map 
does not show these areas either. Although that map is of an earlier date, the area in question became a Habsburg  
possession with the Treaty of Senlis in 1493, and for the next 185 years, so both maps are in error. The fact that  
the Raad van State map also misses most of what is now the Province of Gelderland, and parts of Overijssel, is 
correct as those areas were added in 1543. 

Karel V, 1500-1558 
 

by Ben H. Jansen  

Figure 1: Karel V block issued in 2000. 

Figure 2: ‘Raad van State' 
stamp issued in 1981. 

Figure 3: Left: Map as shown in Figure 1. Center Left: Map widened by 100%. Center Right: Low Coun-
tries in 1550. Right: Map from Figure 2. 
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Recent Issues 

Public Transportation in The Netherlands—From Then Till Present 
August 19,  2019 
 
Two sheets of six stamps each, one for international and for domestic use, show vehicles and routes used by 
tram, metro, city bus, regional bus, slow train, intercity, international train and ferry service. 

Royal Family 
August 31,  2019 
 
The sheet with five stamps shows portraits of King 
Willem-Alexander, Queen Máxima, and their three 
daughters Amalia, Alexia and Ariane. The portraits 
were made by the photographer  Erwin Olaf, who 
celebrates his 40th jubilee this year. 
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Experience Nature—Trees and Flowers 
September 19,  2019 
 
The sheet with ten stamps shows different trees, the 
shape of their leaves and their seeds. 

See also https://www.postnl.nl/versturen/postzegels/postzegels-verzamelen/  
This site also shows the personal stamps and silver stamps issued by PostNL. 

State Portraits in Gold 
September 14,  2019 
 
Golden stamps showing the formal 
state portraits of King Willem-
Alexander and Queen Máxima, made 
by Erwin Olaf. 
 
[Ed.: To be presented in a special gift 
box, so it is unlikely that any of these 
‘stamps’ will see actual use.] 

Child Welfare Stamps 
October 12,  2019 
 
The sheet with ten stamps (but only five unique 
stamps) shows five different children’s book ‘heroes,’ 
including Pietje Bell, Kruimeltje and Dik Trom. 



 




