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Editor’s Message        January, 2024 
 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
Here is the long awaited Curaçao and Suriname special issue of 
Netherlands Philately. My thanks as guest editor go out to the article 
authors and to our usual editor Ben for their support of this magazine and 
our hobby. 
 
How many of you readers knew that the first issue of Curaçao also 
involves tragic? After the first stamps were printed, they were dispatched 
on the ship Sophia and Maria in late December 1872, leaving from 
Amsterdam. The ship collided with the steamship Brittany (UK) and sank 
off the island Ouessant, Finistère, France (near the city of Brest) on 27 
January 1873. Two crew members were saved by the Brittany, but five of 
the seven on board perished. With the ship also 34.000 stamps of the first 
issue went down to the bottom of the ocean. 
 
I wish you all a good time of reading the magazine, enjoying the goodies 
on show, and the information being shared here. 
 
Alex Nuijten, Guest Editor  
 
 
[I am extremeley grateful to Alex who solicited the articles presented in 
this issue. In fact, there is much more than I could cram in here, even 
after adding 8 pages, and forgoing the ‘Recent Issues’ section. Thus a 
second (!) volume will appear in March.  
 
Ben] 
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The Netherlands Antilles, Early Mail 1697 – 1879. 
  

by Deo van Wijk †   

[This exhibit will be presented over multiple issues of “Netherlands Philately,” starting with the postal service 
provided by the Geoctroyeerde West-Indische Companie.]  
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To my knowledge there have been only three published works describing the censorship processes in Curacao and 
Aruba, two involving Frank Julsen.  His first article, published in 1952, and his massive postal history, co-
authored with A. M. Benders, in 1976.  J. DeKruyf wrote an article about Aruba censorship in 1952.  This article 
seeks to expand our knowledge of the dates of the various markings as well as to introduce previously unknown 
markings. 
 
The expectation of a need for censorship began in January, 1940.  A law was announced on January 25 which es-
tablished the process and was further elucidated on May 10, five days after the German army invaded The Nether-
lands.  The name “Curacao” refers both to the largest of three islands off the coast of Venezuela as well and the 
three Windward islands, which later were all together called The Netherlands Antilles.  Censorship ended August 
18, 1945. 
 
Ostensibly there were two reasons for censorship.  First, the largest oil refinery in the Caribbean was located on 
Aruba.  Second, there were German citizens residing on the islands as well as members of a Dutch political party 
with sympathies for the Nazi movement.  The Julsen & Benders work provides extensive information on the vari-
ous offices as well as the internment camp located on Bonaire.  In addition, there was a Royal Netherlands Navy 
and a US Navy presence in the area which served as escorts for oil tankers and conducted surveillance on German 
U-boats.   
 
The censors had three options: first, after a review of the sender and recipient the item could be passed unopened; 
second, the item could be opened, examined and resealed; third, if opened and resealed, a mark with a cipher or a 
handwritten cipher identifying the person who examined that item was applied. 
 
 
Censor Date Markings 
 
Unlike Suriname, there was no special date marking when the censoring occurred.  Often, but not always, there 
was the normal cancellation device applied when a letter was opened and it always appears on the back. 
 
 
Censor Identification Numbers 
 
These are always ciphers which appear in four forms: stamped number in a circle followed by a period; stamped 
number in a circle without a period; stamped number with no circle; and a handwritten number (Figure 1).   

The predominate colors were violet and blue.  Red was used in the early years.  Black/grey was used rarely.  
Handstamped ID numbers in a circle with a period from 1-26 tend to be from Willemstad, Curacao, and above 26 
from Oranjestad, Aruba.  Handwritten numbers between 47 and 60 are from Willemstad and from 31 to 44 are 
from Oranjestad. Willemstad and Oranjestad are the only known locations to have had censorship offices.  Mail 
from and to the other four islands were serviced by air several times a week and probably were censored in Wil-
lemstad.  

WW II Curaçao and Aruba Censor Markings Updated. 
  

by Richard Bennink  

Figure 1: The four types of censor identification numbers. 
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Summary of used numbers:   
Within a circle, followed by period: 1-11, 13-21, 23, 25-30. 
Within a circle, no period: 10, 11, 14, 16, 18, 19, 22, 26, 28, 30-33, 35-45, 50.  
Number without a circle: 31, 33, 35-44, 47, 49-51, 54, 55, 58-60. 
Handwritten numbers: 5, 8, 12, 31, 32, 35-49, 52, 54, 55, 60.  
 
 
Unopened Mail Handstamps 
 
Used for mail that was passed without being opened in both Curacao and Aruba.  The earliest dates known (EDK) 
and latest dates (LDK) are shown with the following key:  bold type means that this is from the Julsen & Bender 
book; underlined type means it is from my collection; an asterisk* means it has been seen either by other collec-
tors or in an auction. 
 
H-1 large circle 
EDK: 24.08.40 
LDK: 04.06.43 
Diameter is 38 mm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Originally used on postal cards and unsealed matter.   
Julsen & Benders LDK is on mail from a POW card. 
 
 
 
H-2 small circle                                                                                      
EDK: 03.12.40 
LDK: 09.07.45 
Diameter is 23 mm. 
Used for over four years and by far the most common censor marking 
suggesting that much of the mail from all six islands was passed unopened. 
 
 
A sub-type exists known as the slash variety in which there is a slash through 
the “N” on CENSUUR suggesting a flaw in the matrix.        
EDK: 10.09.41 
LDK: 23.05.44 
 
 
 
H-3 triangle 
EDK: 10.9.41                                                                                     
LDK: 13.05.44 
Length of base is 57 mm. 
This triangular type gives a clearer message that the envelop 
was not opened.  It was used simultaneously with the previous 
two markings. 
 
 
 
H-4a (Curacao) 
EDK: 22.02.44                                                                               
LDK: 16.08.45 
Double circles: 25 mm diameter. 
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H-4b (Aruba) 
EDK: 18.12.44                                                                              
LDK: 23.07.45 
 
 
 
H-5 large double circle with shield 
EDK: 16.08.44 
LDK: 16.12.44 
Diameter: 45 mm                                                                         
Julsen & Benders describe this as very scarce; used briefly at  
the same time as the previous type. 
 
 
 
H-6 
29 mm in length. 
Only one copy is known: 07.06.44 
Censors had the option of returning the letter to the             
sender, which of course means that when used in  
this manner the envelope would probably be destroyed.  
Translation: “Refused by Censor.” 
 
The following markings, while technically not related to censorship, do fill out the list of WW II markings of Cu-
racao.  
 
H-7 
EDK: 08.08.40                                                                               
LDK: 18.04.42 
Length: 41 mm 
A very scarce mark from the only known Internment camp  
in Curacao on the island of Bonaire. 
 
 
H-8 
EDK: 07.01.42 
LDK: 07.??.45 
Royal Netherlands Navy censor mark.                                  
Length: Dutch inscription, 45 mm;  
English inscription, 60 mm. 
 
 
 
H-9  
EDK: ??.01.43 
LDK: 05.06.45 
Royal Navy Censored mark with initials of                                
censor, diameter 44 mm. 
Not listed in Julsen & Benders but in private correspondence with me Julsen 
wrote that he had found one cover from 1943. 
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H-10 
U.S. Navy Censor Curacao, NWI. 
Top line, 32 mm; bottom line, 43 mm.                                                  
Julsen & Benders list one cover from 1942, mine is dated 09.05.42 (Figure 2).  Both have the return address of 
U.S. Naval Observer, Fort Amsterdam, Curacao, and are marked “Via Maracaibo.” 

 
 
Resealing Labels  (LC-Label Curacao) 
 
LC-1a wide spacing                                                                      
EDK: 03.07.40 
LDK: 05.10.40 
Top line: 54 mm and bottom line: 35 mm. 
Space between lines: 5 mm. 
 
 
 
 
LC- 1b narrow spacing  
EDK: 29.06.40                                                                               
LDK: 13.12.41 
Top line: 48 mm and bottom line: 33 mm.  
 
 
 
 
LC-2a new style with coat of arms and a 
cedilla under the second C of Curacao.                                  
EDK: 16.07.41* 
LDK: 04.05.42 
Top line: 34.5 mm and bottom line: 47 mm. 

Figure 2: Cover dated 09.05.42, mailed from Willemstad, Curacao. 
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LC-2b without a cedilla 
EDK: 12.07.41                                                                               
LDK: 27.4.42 
 
 
 
 
LC-3a with condensed letters, white paper and cedilla 
EDK: 11.02.42 
LDK: 04.08.43 
Top line: 35.5 mm and bottom line: 47 mm                               
Space between lines: 5.5 mm 
 
 
 
LC-3b yellow paper and cedilla 
EDK: 06.06.42 
LDK: 10.03.43* 
 
 
 
 
LC-3c white paper and no cedilla                                                 
EDK: 12.02.42 
LDK: 21.08.42 
 
LC-3d yellow paper and no cedilla 
EDK: 19.09.42 
LDK: 20.02.43 
 
 
 
 
LC-4a light face on type with cedilla 
Top line: 36 mm bottom line: 47 mm                                       
Space between lines: 3 mm 
EDK: 03.03.43   
LDK: 10.09.43 
 
LC-4b light face on type without cedilla 
EDK: 10.03.43 
LDK: 15.11.43 
Space between lines: 3 mm 
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LC-4c bold face on type with cedilla.                                 
EDK: 17.05.43 
LDK: 20.07.43 
Space between lines: 5mm. 
 
 
LC-4d bold face on type without cedilla. 
EDK: 06.05.43 
LDK: 15.04.44 
Space between lines: 5 mm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It can be difficult to determine the differences between these last four and the previous four marks, especially 
when only looking at the type face.  The measurements help.  All varieties exist only on white paper.  Some let-
ters which appear broken are due to poor inking.  
  
 
LC-5a two different type faces; top line: serif; buff paper. 
EDK: 08.11.43 
LDK: 18.03.44 
Top line: serif type face; bottom line: Roman.                          
Both types have the cedilla.  
Top line: 34.5 mm Bottom line: 47 mm.  
Space between lines: 2.5 to 3 mm. 
 
LC-5b yellow paper. 
EDK: 16.11.43 
LDK:  25.02.44 
 
 
LC-6 white paper.                                                                         
EDK: 16.04.44 
LDK: 12.09.44 
Letters set closely together. 
Top line: 26.5 mm; bottom line 42 mm. 
 
 
 
LC-7a white paper with cedilla. 
LDK: 10.08.45                                                                            
EDK: 09.09.44 
Large serif type face. 
Top line: 40 mm; bottom line: 50 mm. 
 
 
LC-7b white paper without cedilla.                                      
EDK: 09.02.44 
LDK: 02.08.45 
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Resealing Label (LA-Label Aruba) 
 
In early 1943 resealing labels were introduced in Oranjestad, Aruba, which replaced “Curacao” with “Aruba” and 
are found only on white paper.   
 
LA-1 the only label with “N.W.I” (Netherlands West Indies).           
EDK: 19.01.43 
LDK: 08.11.43 
Top line: 36 mm; bottom line: 54 mm. 
 
 
 
LA-2 “N.W.I.” omitted.                                                                            
EDK: 09.08.43 
LDK: 04.11.44 
 
 
 
 
 
LA-3: Large shield.                                                                                       
EDK: 18.12.43 
LDK: 11.04.44* 
Shield: 20.5 at base. 
Top line: 34.5 mm; bottom line: 41.5 mm. 
 
 
 
 
LA-4a Small shield.         
EDK: 14.12.43 
LDK: 20.11.44 
Space below shield: 3 mm.                                               
Top line: 34.5 mm; bottom line: 41.5 mm. 
First “E” of “GEOPEND” directly over the  “N” of “CENSUUR”. 
 
 
 
 
LA-4b 
EDK: 13.12.43 
LDK: 13.07.44 
Space below shield: 5 mm. 
Top line: 35 mm; bottom line: 42.5 mm. 
First “E” of GEOPEND” directly over the “N” of “CENSUUR”. 
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LA-4c  
EDK: 15.12.43 
LDK: 06.04.45*                                                   
Same measurements as LA-4b. 
First “E” of GEOPEND” shifted to the right  
of “N” of “CENSUUR”. 
 
   
 
LA-5a                                                                           
EDK: 14.04.44 
LDK: 13.02.45 
Top line: 35.5 mm; bottom line: 45 mm. 
 
 
 
 
 
LA-5b  
EDK: 30.05.44 
LDK: 06.04.45*                                                      
Slightly slanting shield and 
“broken” top of first “E” in “GEOPEND”. 
 
 
 
 
LA-6  
EDK: 23.01.45 
LDK: 17.8.45                                                         
Same format as Willemstad label LC-7. 
Top line: 40.5 mm; bottom line: 45 mm. 
 
 
 
Resealing Label (LN- Label Navy) 
 
LN-1 
Date: 02.09.41 
Julsen reported a Netherlands Navy resealing label and indicated  
he has only seen one copy. 
White paper. Top line: 73 mm; bottom line: 80 mm. 
 
 
As Frank Julsen advised me when I began to collect this material in 1970 “Whenever you publish dates there is 
always a good possibility someone has an earlier or later copy.”  The author invites you to contact him if you have 
additional dates and/or types so that we might continue to update. 
 
 
References 
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The early stamps of many colonies tended to be the stamp of the colonial power ("mother country") overprinted 
with the name of the colony.  However, it is very rare to find the reverse: the stamp of a colony overprinted with 
the name of the colonial power. The Netherlands 1950 postal envelope (Geuzendam #31) is one such example. 
The 1936 Curaçao 6-cent postal envelope (Geuzendam #26) was overprinted "Nederland 10 cent" in 1950.  Below 
are scans of both mint and postally used examples of the overprint.  The reason for this unusual occurrence was a 
paper shortage in the Netherlands resulting from World War II. 
 
The Netherlands authorities decided to inquire if there was surplus postal stationery in their various colonies.  In 
Curaçao there was a surplus of the 1936 envelope.  Also, since Curaçao became the Netherlands Antilles in 1948 
and used the new name on new stamp issues, demand for the 1936 envelope was limited. Thus, the Netherland 
Postal Administration (PTT) purchased the surplus from Curaçao (Netherlands Antilles) in 1949 and overprinted 
the envelopes as shown below.  The earliest known usage is February 27, 1950, and the envelope was withdrawn 
from use January 1, 1954. 
 
 

Unusual Overprint. 
  

by George Cvejanovich  
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Despite the statement and desire to remain neutral, the Netherlands was invaded by German military forces on 
May 10, 1940.  At the same time German forces also invaded Belgium, Luxembourg, and France.  The Dutch mil-
itary capitulated after five days resistance while the Royal family and high-level government staff escaped to Eng-
land for the duration of the War. 
 
Captured Dutch prisoners of war were transported to Germany.  Interned soldiers of the so-called Germanic coun-
tries, i.e. Netherlands, Denmark, Norway and the Flemish Belgians were released (demobilized) during the early 
weeks of the occupation.  Hitler reasoned and hoped to win the hearts and minds of the peoples the Nazis thought 
of as being racially related.   Only 20,000 of the 300,000 mobilized Dutch soldiers were taken to Germany in May 
1940.  All were released during the first weeks of June 1940 and were told to go home provided they promised 
not to participate in further belligerent activity against the Third Reich. 
 
My brother, Henk Ennik, was included in this call-up order. He 
was also told to go home and he resumed his employment as an 
electrical engineer with the Telephone Division of PTT thereby 
avoided having to respond to the several internment orders of 
the Wehrmacht.  
 

The German Wehrmacht made use of forced labor battalions 
and POW inmates from the countries they overran to construct, 
maintain, and work in the many war materiel factories and mili-
tary facilities of their war machine.  They realized early that 
they could also utilize former Dutch military forces for this pur-
pose and sent out Announcements in the spring of 1942 order-
ing the former professional military forces to report for intern-
ment like the one shown in Figure 1. 
 
These Announcements were expanded in April 1943 to all 
members of the conscripted military must report to the mili-
tary barracks.  In response, nationwide strikes broke out but it 
was made clear that those who did not comply would suffer 
military courts martial and be sent to the forced labor camps.  
 

Internees were advised to bring identification cards and military 
records, their uniforms and civilian clothes, woolen blankets, 
extra shoes, and cookware/eating utensils.  Those already em-
ployed in critical jobs in the Netherlands could be exempt but 
must provide documentation.  Shown in Figure 2 is just one ex-
ample of the many broadsides that appeared in the Dutch press.  
Each of these broadsides in 1943 targeted specific Dutch mili-
tary units that must report on specific days. 

Most of these internees were sent to one of the largest POW 
camps, Stalag IV-B, located near the town of Mühlburg, north 
of the Elbe River in the state of Brandenburg, Germany. 

The Curaçao Krijgsgevangenen Overprints of 1943. 
  

by Franklin Ennik  

Figure 1: Announcement issued by German 
Wehrmacht in May 1942. 
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At first it was thought (and there were rumors) that the Germans 
were worried that the idle Dutch military would hook up with the 
Allies in the event of an invasion from across the English Chan-
nel.  But this was not the case……the German war machine need-
ed a young, able bodied labor force, according to the German 
High Command.  

In response, the Dutch government, in exile in London, authorized 
and revalued a four- stamp set of high denomination 1942 Cura-
cao airmail stamps with the overprint Voor Krijgsgevangenen and 
a hefty surcharge to benefit the Dutch Red Cross (Figure 3).  The 
overprint means For (the Dutch) prisoners of war. 

 

 

Princess Juliana made an official good-will tour of the Dutch West Indies in March 1944.  The notice about her 
visit to the Islands appeared in the Curaçao newspaper, Amigoe di Curaçao on March 7, 1944 (Figure 4).  Trans-
lated, the notice says in effect: 
    
His Excellency the Governor has handed over a check to Her 
Royal Highness Princess Juliana being the proceeds of the sur-
charge from the special stamps for Prisoners of War with the 
request that the amount be spent on sending packages to Dutch 
prisoners of war.  Her Royal Highness was very moved by this 
expression of Curaçao’s compassion and requested the Gover-
nor convey her special thanks to Curaçao.  

There was a print-run of 20,000 sets of these stamps and they all 
sold out.  The extraordinary demand for this issue mostly origi-
nated in the United States…….so much so that the stamps were 
sold by subscription, with each subscriber receiving only 23% of 
their order.  Appeals and requests to increase the print-run to 
accommodate the demand went unanswered by the Curaçao 
Postal Authority.  Consequently, these stamps were not availa-
ble to the public at Antillean Post Offices.   

Figure 2: Announcement in the Dutch newspaper 
Dagblad voor Noord-Holland, May 26, 1943. Figure 3: Overprinted airmail stamps. 

Figure 4: Notice in a Curaçao newspaper on 
March 7, 1944. 
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Issued December 1, 1943, this set of stamps was valid for postal use until December 31, 1945. 

Note that on every sheet there is a stamp with the overprint error: krligs (an l instead of lower case i)   (see Figure 
5 and NVPH Speciale Catalogus LP41fa--LP44fa). 

Note also that on the sheet 40 + 50 cent op l.40 gld. violet en olijfgrijs there is another print error LP41fb where 
the capital V and K are of a different font with serifs (Figure 6). 

There are several additional print errors found in these overprints having to do with damaged type used to make 
the overprints, namely the ‘r’ and ‘g’. 

 

This article also appeared in Netherlands Philatelists of California Newsletter.   2015—12. 
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Figure 5: Overprint error: krligs instead of 
krijgs. 

Figure 6: Overprint error: captiols V and K in serif 
font. 
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To understand the different rates it is important to know the difference between zeepost (seamail) and landmail. 
Zeepost (Seamail): The letter is transported entirely over the sea, directly to its destination. 
Landmail: The letter traveled partially by sea, partially over land to its destination. 
 
Postal rates within Surinam: 
 
Letters up to 15 grams 5 cent; 15 – 50 grams 10 cent; 50-100 grams 15 cent. 
Postal Cards 2 ½ cent; with reply card 5 cent. Printed Matter 1 cent per  25 grams. 
 
Postal rates to ‘Foreign’ Countries: 
 
A: To the Netherlands and Curaçao direct with the K.W.I.M ships (zeepost). 
Letters 10 cent per  15 grams. Postal Cards 5 cent; with reply card 10 cents. Printed Matter 2 cent per  50 
grams. 
 
B: To the Netherlands via Havre, St. Nazaire, and Plymouth, as well as Curaçao with the English and French 
mails (landmail).  
Letters 15 cent per  15 grams. Postal Cards 7 ½ cent; with reply card 15 cent. Printed Matter 2 ½ cent per  
50 grams. 
 
C: To Demerara and Cayenne. 
Letters 12 ½ cent per  15 grams. Postal Cards 5 cent; with reply card 10 cent. Printed Matter 2 cent per  50 
grams. 
 
D: To all other countries. 
Letters 25 cent per  15 grams. Postal Cards 7 ½ cent; with reply card 15 cent. Printed Matter 5 cent per  50 
grams. 
 
Figure 1 through 6 show examples of covers with various postal rates. Some are from my own collection others 
are eBay scans.  

1892 Postal rates of Surinam. 
  

by Hans Kremer  

Figure 1: The two 2 1/2 cent stamps reflect the correct 5 cent rate for the Suriname inland letter rate in 1892. 
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Figure 4: December 1892. 7 1/2 
cent is the correct rate for a 
postal card to Germany, via 

Plymouth. 

Figure 3: July 1892. 7 1/2 cent is the 
correct postal rate for landmail 

(Suriname via Plymouth) of a postal 
card to the Netherlands. 

Figure 2: Five cent is the correct rate 
in 1892 for ‘zeepost’ (seamail)  
postal cards to the Netherlands. 

Notice the “Ned.W.Indie/
Stoomschepen/Rechtstreeks” marker. 

Rechtstreeks means direct. 
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Reference 
  

Surinaamsche Almanak voor het Jaar 1892 (1891)  

Figure 5: August 1892. Five cent is the correct rate for a postal card to Georgetown, Demerara 

Figure 6: January 1892.  25 cent is the correct rate for a letter to Germany, via Havre. 
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