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Editor’s Message       May, 2024 
 
 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
While travelling in Malaysia in March, I received an e-mail from Hans 
Kremer that he and his wife were going to visit the Houston area (where 
they lived before moving to California) early April and if they could 
come by for a visit. Little did I know that there were some ulterior 
motives for this request, so it was quite a surprise that when they arrived 
at our home a few day after our return from Kuala Lumpur, Hans 
informed me that I was the recipient of the Johannes de Kruyf Award! 
See the full story, and picture, on page 129. 
 
I feel honored, but also obliged to stay on as Editor for a few more years. 
 
This issue has just two articles, both continuing our very well-received 
special issues. Starting with the next issue, I will include some other 
material as well. 
 
In a few weeks, my wife and I will travel to The Netherlands to meet the 
latest addition(s) to our family; my brother’s grandson(s). One was born 
in March and the second is expected the end of May. During this trip, I 
also hope to pick-up some lots at several auction houses, provided I was 
the winning bidder. Wish me luck. 
 
Ben 
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Ten Cent 
 
The 10 cent value of the Princess Wilhelmina issue was one of the two values that are common postally used. This 
is because there are two common uses for this value. One is that this was the domestic letter rate. The rate also 
applied to letters to the Netherlands which went entirely by Dutch ship. Figure 12 (see Part 1) shows an example 
of this rate (although it uses the previous issue). The boxed NED:W:INDIE/STOOMSCHEEPEN/
RECHTSTREEKS was used to indicate that the letter qualified for this rate.  
 
The other common use is that the registration rate was 10 cents throughout the period of use of this issue, so the 
10 cent value could be used as a makeup value for registered letters. Figures 19 and 21 show two examples of this 
rate. 
 
In Figure 13 I have plotted the use by year of the ten cent values of both issues.  

 
We see in 1897 a large drop in the use of the Willem III stamp and a corresponding in the Princess Wilhelmina 
stamp. This suggests that stocks of the Willem III stamp were exhausted around the beginning of 1897 and that 
the Princess Wilhelmina stamp came into general usage. Then its use is relatively constant until 1906 when it too 
drops off steeply. 
 
On 12 March 1906 the 10 cent type Veth was issued, and there are very few uses of the 
10 cent Princess Wilhelmina after this. This suggests that stocks of the 10 cent Princess 
Wilhelmina ran out early March 1906. Figure 14 shows an example. 

With Hanging Hair, Part 2. 
  

by Jan Verster  

Figure 13: Usage by year of the 10 cent Princess Wilhelmina (red diamonds) and King 
Willem III (blue squares). 

Figure 14: Early use of 10 cent type Veth. 
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This analysis ignores one important fact. In 1898, almost six years after the stamps were delivered, Queen Wilhel-
mina was approaching her 18th birthday and her coronation on 6 September. Large stocks of the previous issue 
still remained. The government decided to demonetize the 12½ to 25 cent values on 28 August 1898 and to use up 
the remaining stocks of 12½ to 30 cent values by overprinting them with a value of 10 cents. In total, over 
270,000 stamps were overprinted. This was far larger than existing stocks of the Princess Wilhelmina 10 cent val-
ue and should have had a large impact on usage.  
 
But it didn't. The graph in Figure 13 has a dip but no significant drop. Postally used copies of the 10 cent over-
prints are actually quite uncommon. The vast majority of 1898 overprints are either mint, CTO, or remainder can-
celled (see Figure 15). 

I only found a couple of contemporary references to the sale of this issue. On 25 September 1898 a letter to the 
editor in Nieuwe Surinaamsche Courant described what appeared to be a near riot in the post office. People were 
raging, ranting, cursing, stamping feet and banging against the door. At one point someone opened a window and 
threw a youth inside. One person ended up with a chest injury. The writer felt that the stamps should have been 
sold by subscription so the public could go to the post office without the risk of being trampled to death. 
 
On 30 October it was reported that the sales had ended, but that there still had been squabbling at the post office. 
None of the speculators escaped some bruising. I found recollections dated much later (1911) that there had only 
been one wicket open at the post office and that the entire issue had been purchased by a single party. 
 
The last day of validity of this issue was 31 December 1905 (at the same time as the two 50 cent overprints of 
1900 (NVPH 39 and 40, Scott 40 and 41)). The public was given the opportunity to exchange existing stamps for 
current stamps during the month of January 1906. It was later reported that the stamps exchanged amounted to a 
value of Fl. 9047.40. This might have included some of the 50 cent overprints, but these had been issued in small 
numbers so I doubt there could have been many if any. They were probably all 10 cent stamps and this amounts to 
over 90,000 copies, or one third of the entire issue. There was apparently not enough stock on hand to exchange 
all submitted copies. 
 
As a result, the ten cent overprints did not get into the hands of the general public and so had little effect on the 
use of the 10 cent Princess Willemina stamps. 
 
 
Twelve and a Half Cent 
 
Surinam was a member of the UPU from 1 May 1877 as part of the Dutch Colonies. The UPU international letter 
rate was the equivalent of 12½ cents throughout the period of the Princess Wilhelmina issue. It was permitted to 
have a sea charge for mail by sea for distances over 300 nautical miles. 
  
For Surinam, this meant that the letter rate to British Guyana and French Guyana was 12½ cents. For all other for-
eign countries there was a sea charge of 12½ cents for a total of 25 cents. 
 
I have never seen an example of this rate to British Guyana or French Guyana. 

Figure 15: CTO (15-09-1898), postally used (1901), remainder (22-12-
1905). 
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As can be seen by the cover in Figure 16, if the sea charge wasn't paid it was charged postage due. It is not clear if 
the postage due was actually collected for this letter. 

From 1 January 1903, the sea charge was discontinued. Figure 17 is an example were 12½ now pays the correct 
rate. 

 
In Figure 8 you can see that the 12½ cent value increases normally until 1902, but suddenly spikes upward in 
1903 and 1904 due to this changed rate. Then it suddenly crashes in 1905 and there are few uses thereafter. 

Figure 16: Cover Paramaribo 2 May 1895 to Prague underpaid by 12½ cent. 

Figure 17: Part of cover from Paramaribo 25 July 1904 to Taunton, Massachusetts, USA. 
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This suggests that supplies of this value were exhausted in December 1904. 
This is supported by the fact that the 12½ cent of the subsequent issue (type 
Veth) was issued 12 December 1904. The example in Figure 18 is tied for  
the earliest known use as reported in [SP06].  
 
Figure 19 shows a double weight registered cover to the Netherlands via 
Le Havre. As it went through a foreign port, the rate was 12½ cents per 15 
grams. The extra charges were paid with a 12½ cent type Veth and a 10 
cent Princess Wilhelmina.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fifteen Cent 
 
The cover in Figure 20 was sent on the ss 
Oranje Nassau which left Paramaribo on 3 
February 1899. (The year is difficult to 
read in the cancel, but it is confirmed by 
the arrival mark.) It was offloaded in Le 
Havre (boxed SURINAME/VIA/HAVRE) 
and went by train the rest of the way to 
Amsterdam and arrived there on 22 Febru-
ary. As the ss Oranje Nassau did not arrive 
in IJmuiden until 25 February, this routing 
got the letter to the destination 3 days ear-
lier than if it had stayed on the ss Oranje 
Nassau all the way to IJmuiden. 
 

Figure 18: 12½ cent type Veth 
cancelled 26 December 1904. 

Figure 19: Registered cover from 
Paramaribo 6 November 1905 to 's 

Gravenhage.  

Figure 20: Cover from Paramaribo 2 
February 1899 via the French port Le Havre, 

arrived in Amsterdam 22 February 1899. 
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Because this route went through a foreign port, the domestic rate did not apply. In addition to the 10 cent domestic 
rate there was a 5 cent surcharge for a total of 15 cents. 
 
This particular rate explains why postally used 15 cent stamps are not rare. 
 
From 1 January 1903 the foreign sea mail surcharge no longer applied and such letters were charged the normal 
foreign letter charge. See Figure 19 for an example. In Figure 8 we see that usages from 1903 on are quite rare. 
 
Twenty Five Cent 
 
The 25 cent Princess Wilhelmina stamp is relatively common because it paid the combined letter rate and the sea 
charge to foreign destinations. Figure 21 is an example. 

Use would have dropped off when the sea charge was cancelled on 1 
January 1903, but recall from Figure 8 that the use actually dropped 
off in 1900. This drop off was due to the release in 1900 of two Wil-
lem III stamps with a new value of 25 cents (Figure 22).  
 
When you add my data on these two stamps to the graph (Figure 23, 
it can be seen that the drop off in the total use of 25 cent stamps did 
not occur until 1903 as expected). The use of all three stamps re-
mained substantial until their end of validity, as they still could be 
used to pay for double rate foreign letters. Unlike the 10 cent over-
prints, these overprints were available to the public and not com-
pletely purchased by speculators. 
 
 
Town Cancels 
 
Of the 1327 Princess Wilhelmina stamps in my database,  there were 1288 that could be identified by location.  
It should not be surprising that the vast majority of these (1101 or over 85%) were from the capital Paramaribo. 
 
 
 

Figure 21: Registered cover from Paramaribo 28 August 1899 via Plymouth to Prague  

Figure 22: NVPH 37 and 38. 
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The most common cancel in my database  (almost half of all exam-
ples) is the small double circle" cancel (Figure 24) which was used in 
Paramaribo from the date of issue up to 31 December 1901. There 
were several hammers in use, but they are difficult to distinguish. 
 
The squared circle cancel was introduced in Paramaribo on 1 January 
1902, and was in use well past the end of use of the Princess Wilhel-
mina issue. In [WE11] there are 4 types of this hammer, labelled 
from A to D. All 4 types are known on the Princess Wilhelmina issue. 
 

While doing my research on this issue, I discovered that 
there is a fifth hammer (Figure 26). So far, I have only seen 
this hammer used on remainders, and it will be discussed 
further in that section.  

Figure 23: Use by year of the 25 
cent Princess Wilhelmina and the 

two 25 cent overprints. 

Figure 24: Small 
double circle cancel 

of Paramaribo. 

Figure 25: Types A to D of the squared circle cancel of Paramaribo. 

Figure 26: Type E of the squared circle cancel of 
Paramaribo on 15 and 20 cent With Hanging Hair. 
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There is one unusual cancel: the 204 dot cancel. The normal period of use of this 
cancel was from 1878 to 1885, well before the Princess Wilhelmina issue. For 
some reason it continued to be used occasionally for many years and is reported by 
[WE11] on all values of this issue except the 15 cent. It is quite scarce as this is the 
only example I saw. 
 
Well over half of the remaining examples in my database were from the other three 

towns with post offices. The most 
common of the other towns was 
Nieuw Nickerie (Figure 25) which 
occurred 71 times in the database. 
The old cancel with serifs was used 
until the beginning of 1894 so it can 
and does appear on this issue. It was 
rare as I only saw one example. The 
squared circle cancel Nickerie was introduced at the beginning of 
1904.  
 
Next comes Albina with 23 examples recorded. The squared circle 
cancel (Figure 29) was 

introduced at the beginning of 1904. 
 
The scarcest of the town can-
cels was Coronie (Figure 30) 
with 16 examples recorded. 
This includes one example of 
the old cancel with serifs.  
The squared circle cancel was 
introduced at the beginning of 
1904. 
 
The squared circle cancels of both Nickerie and Albina are also known 
in blue (Figure 31). 
 

The table below gives a summary of the number of occurrences of 
each town cancel in the database. 

 
 
 
References 
 
[WE11] W.K. Erfmann and E.B. Stuut, Posthistorie van het Rijksdeel Suriname 1650-1975, Nederlands 

Vereniging van Poststukken- en Poststempelverzamelaars, 2011. 
[SP06] Specialiteiten Catalogus 2006-2011, N.V.P.H., 2005. 
 
 

Figure 27: Late use of 204 
dot cancel. 

Figure 28: Small double circle and 
squared circle cancels of (Nieuw) Nickerie. 

 

Figure 29: Small double circle and 
squared circle cancels of Albina. 

 Figure 30: Small double circle and 
squared circle cancels of Coronie. 

 

Figure 31: Nickerie and Albina in blue. 

 

Town Serif Small Round Squared Circle 

Paramaribo   627 474 

(Nieuw) Nickerie 1 55 15 

Albina   9 14 

Coronie 1 12 3 
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The Netherlands Antilles, Early Mail 1697 – 1879, Part 3. 
  

by Deo van Wijk †   
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It is with great pleasure that I write this letter.  
 
The ASNP is approaching its 50th anniversary and we are all excited about having achieved this milestone. 
Our membership is increasing and one of the main reasons for that is Netherlands Philately, the ASNP Jour-
nal.  
 
Every time I receive my copy of the Journal or look through back issues of the Journal I am struck by the 
high standards and quality of the published articles.  
 
This is of course due to the skill set of our editor, Ben Jansen who has been the Publisher of the Journal 
since October 2010 and Editor since September 2016. By the way, he also continues to serve as Secretary of 
the ASNP since April 2013. 
 
Having worked with Ben over these many years I am impressed with the way he encourages our writers to 
enter clear and lucid articles for our reading enjoyment.  
 
I am therefore excited to announce that the Board of Governors and the Board of Directors of the American 
Society of Netherlands Philately have bestowed upon:  
 

Ben H. Jansen 
 

The Johannes de Kruyf Award 
 
for his unflagging efforts to create for our members a Journal that is not only entertaining but provides us 
with new information and widens the scope of our view of our philatelic hobby.  
 
In April 2024, Hans Kremer was fortunate enough to be 
able to hand deliver the award plaque to Ben in Dickinson, 
TX.  Please see photo at right, with Hans at right and Ben 
at left. 

Letter from the President. 
  

by Hans Paul Hager 



 

Netherlands Philately, Vol. 48, No. 5  130 

Recent Issues 

Children’s Welfare Stamps 
October 9,  2023 
 
The design of the stamps is based on the toy LEGO, 
and reflects a wintery scene in a typical Dutch town. 
Shown are children skating and sledding on a frozen 
over canal, while others are playing on the quay.  
 
Marloes Zwagerman, manager brand relations for the 
LEGO Group in Antwerpen, steered the international 
design-team reposible for the illustrations. 

Typically Dutch: Cows 
January 2,  2024 
 
The sheet of six stamps was created by senior graphic 
designer Adam Lane, executive creative director Ed-
win van Praet and concept director Huub van Veen-
huijzen of Total Design from Amsterdam. With the 
aid of Artificial Intelligence, they designed figurines 
in the shape of Delft blue pottery. 

Typically Dutch: Dogs 
February 12,  2024 
 
The sheet of six stamps was created by senior 
graphic designer Adam Lane, executive creative 
director Edwin van Praet and concept director 
Huub van Veenhuijzen of Total Design from Am-
sterdam. With the aid of Artificial Intelligence, 
they designed figurines in the shape of Delft blue 
pottery. The figurines depict two dogs sitting close 
to each other on their rear legs. 

See also https://www.postzegelblog.nl/  

https://www.postzegelblog.nl/
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Mr.  
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Dr. 
Rev.  
 

Last Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
First Name:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Plate faults 
Printing errors 
Color variations 
Stationery and covers 
Revenues and railroads 
Booklets or combinations 
Coils 
Cancellations 
Selvage information 
Franking labels 

AMERICAN SOCIETY for NETHERLANDS PHILATELY 
 
Membership in the American Society for Netherlands Philately (ASNP), affiliate # 60 of the American 
Philately Society, will give you the following benefits: An illustrated MAGAZINE (containing philatelic 
articles as well as news items) published six times a year and access to the ASNP LIBRARY through 
borrowing privileges.  
 
Membership runs from September 1 through August 31. To join, fill out the form below.You can receive our 
magazine  digitally in PDF format by email and/or in hardcopy sent by snailmail. Tab one of the boxes 
below to make your choice. 


Digital magazine sent by email (provide your  email address!), free for  members wor ldwide. 
Hardcopy magazine sent by snailmail, dues are $ 25 per  year  for  members living in the USA, and 

$ 35 for the rest of the world. You have the option of a six-months membership if you apply 
       between March 1 and August 31 for one half of the above rates ( $ 12.50, and $ 17.50).  
       Your full membership will then start the following September 1. 
Digital and hardcopy, dues are the same as mentioned for  the hardcopy version.  

Payment is due in US dollars by check, money order, or PayPal (jdlkremer@gmail.com ).  When using PayPal, 
please indicate you transfer money to a “Friend” to avoid a 5% fee charged to ASNP. 

 
Please mail your application with payment, payable to ASNP, in U.S. dollars to: 

Ben Jansen, 1308 Pin Oak Drive, Dickinson, TX 77539-3400, U.S.A. 
Email Contact: bjansen@uh.edu 

Netherlands 
Netherlands Antilles 
Netherlands Indies 
Netherlands New Guinea 
Surinam 
Japanese Occupation N.I. 
UNTEA 
FDCs 
Perforation varieties 
Proofs & Essays 

Perfins or POKOs 
Rep. of Indonesia 
Rep. of Surinam 
Fieldpost 
EO-Philately 
Localmail  
Other (please specify):  
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 

My Major collecting interests are: 
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