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Editor’s Message       January, 2025 
 
 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
As I write this, it is not Christmas yet, but by the time you receive this 
issue of our Magazine the New Year has started. Let us hope we will all 
survive 2025 in good health and prosperity. 
 
The coming year will be the one in which we celebrate the ASNP’s 
fiftieth birthday! A remarkable feat. A jubilee issue is planned (I still 
need many more one-to-two page articles about your favorite stamp or 
mail item), and there will be other surprise(s). 
 
My wife and I visited The Netherlands late October/early November, and 
we attended Postex (among many other visits with friends and family), 
where I was able to add several items to my postal history collections, 
and met several ASNP members. I hope to attend again next year, and to 
participate as an exhibitor; I’ll keep you posted. 
 
For now, the best wishes for 2025. 
 
Ben 
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The Spotlight on Korfball 
  

by Adam van der Linden  

Introduction 
 
As a former korfball player, who started in 1957, and as a former korfball referee, from 1963 to 1998, I would like 
to put this sport in the spotlight through some postal items and related images. This article fits perfectly within the 
context of “social philately”, which is on the rise. 
 
Korfball is an or iginally Dutch spor t, invented by the Amsterdam teacher  Nico Broekhuysen in 1902. The 
game is based on the Swedish ringboll, itself a variant of "women's basketball", which Broekhuysen came into 
contact with on the Swedish estate Nääs in 1902 (by the way, there is a korfball club called Naäs in Enschede).  
 
Korfball is one of the few team sports that is not reserved for women or men separately. Instead, it was designed 
for both men and women in one team (Figure 1), both genders being 
100% equal in the match, although there is also a women's variant in the 
South and East of the Netherlands. The latter arose from the strict sepa-
ration between girls and boys within the Roman Catholic Church (think 
of separate boys' and girls' schools, no mixed swimming, etc.). The 
Women's Korfball Association has been part of the Royal Dutch Korf-
ball Association for decades. 
 
The Netherlands has traditionally been dominant in this branch of sport, 
with Belgium as a close second. Currently, around fifty countries are 
members of the International Korfball Federation (IKF). In 1920, korf-
ball was a demonstration sport at the Olympic Games in Antwerp, Bel-
gium. 
 
Since the 1960s/1970s, two separate competitions have been played, 
namely a field competition and an indoor competition. The transition 
from three-court korfball to two-court korfball fits in seamlessly with 
this. 
 
A World Cup took place in Taiwan in October 2023 with 24 countries 
participating (The Netherlands won the tournament). In the Netherlands, 
the korfball association has had around 100,000 members for years, play-
ing and non-playing. There are 7 to 9,000 korfball players active in Bel-
gium. Due to the large distances and korfball being an amateur sport, 

korfball abroad is usually played in metropolitan 
areas such as London in England and Dortmund 
in Germany. There are also competitions be-
tween schools and universities. 
 

Figure 1: Nostalgic korfball label. 

Figure 2: A telephone card issued by the Dutch 
Korfball Referees Society. Telephone cards were 

desirable collecting items in the 1990s. 
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Figure 3: Amsterdam, April 25, 1906. Postcard with destination Brussels, Belgium. Rate: postcard to 
Belgium 5 cents, franked at the domestic rate, 2½ cents. The deficit was doubled to 5 cents, shown in the 

elongated marker T 5. The equivalent value in Belgium was 10 centimes due to the exchange rate between 
the Dutch and Belgian currencies. 

The image on top shows the front of the card, which depicts boys and girls assembled at the ‘Burger 
Weeshuis’ (orphanage) for an explanation of korfball (Delcampe). 
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Figure 4: Rotterdam, October 25, 1933. Printed matter envelop mailed to Leiden. The tariff was 1.5 cent for 
printed matter less than 50 gram. The framed text on top of the envelop mentions that the korfball association 
was founded on June 3, 1903, approved by Royal Degree on October 31, 1921, and that it is member of the 

Dutch Olympic Committee. 

Figure 5: Zaandam, September 2, 1993, envelop from the 
Haarlem division of the KNKV to the association’s office in 

Bunnik. Tariff: 4th weight class, 100-250 gram, 3.20 Guilder, 
postage paid using red meter mark.. 
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Figure 6: Front (top) and reverse (bottom) of a card, mailed on January 29, 1951 from Deurne 
to Berchem (both in Belgium) to a player of the korfball club Boeckenberg to participate in a 

home game against Excelsior on February 4, 1951 at 15:30. The club Boeckenberg is the 
champion of Belgium for indoor korfball. Tariff: domestic postcard 20 centimes. 
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Figure 7: St. Etienne Montplaisir, October 10, 1991. Local cover in France, with propaganda 
cancel for the Euro Cup Korfball, to be held in St. Etienne on 3 and 4 January 1992. Tariff: 2.20 

franc for letter 20 gram or less. 

Figure 8: The Korfball Association celebrated its 75 year jubilee in 1978, on which occasion the Dutch Postal Service issued 
a special stamp, shown here on the so-called ‘trumpet’ first day cover. 
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Figure 9: A special propaganda cancel was also used by the Dutch Postal Service to commemorate the 75th birthday 
of the Korfball Association, shown here on a picture postcard mail on June 22, 1978 from Utrecht to Bodegraven. 

The tariff for a postcard was then 40 cent. 

New Members 

We welcome three new members. The first is Andrew Giusto from Millbrae, California, who collects The 
Netherlands stamps, coils, perfins and Surinam. 
 
The second new member is Harry Jans, from Zaltbommel in The Netherlands. Many of you will know him as the 
author of Nederlandse Puntstempels 1 april 1869-14 juni 1893, published in 2017. These numeral cancellations 
are his major collecting interests, and he  told me that the is working on a new and updated (digital) edition. 
 
Last but not least is Vince Chermishnok from Nadadouro in Portugal. He collects The Netherlands stamps, plate 
faults, stationery, booklets and coils. 
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On Saturday, October 1, 1938, a Junkers Ju 52 – D-AVFB left Rotterdam at 10:40 a.m. under the command of 
captain Handke. It made a stopover at Frankfurt/Rhein-Main airport from where it left at 12:20 heading for Milan, 
Italy with 9 passengers and 4 crew on board. Four of the passengers had boarded the plane at Rotterdam, but there 
were no Dutch passengers on board. The plane never arrived at its destination, but was last spotted around 2:45 
p.m. in the Bernina Alps in the southern Swiss canton Grisons (Graubünden). Apparently, the plane had crashed 
into the Cengalo mountain. Search and rescue teams were unable to find any traces of the wreckage and the peo-
ple on board, but a mountain climber did find small debris from the plane on July 9, 1939. Additional small parts 
were retrieved over the next few days, but the main wreck was never found. 
 
A local mountain guide found a mail bag, containing 150 letters, on the Cengalo glacier on July 14, 1952. The 
Swiss postal service returned this mail to the countries from which they originated, including the Netherlands. 
The Dutch PTT returned this mail to the senders on July 25, 1952. 
 
More mail was returned to sender by the Dutch PTT on August 26 and 29. Finally, a mountain guide found anoth-
er mail bag on October 5, 1954, and items from this bag were returned by the Dutch PTT on October 10, 1954 and 
January 12, 1955.  
 
The item shown in Figures 1 and 2 is one that was returned to sender on January 12, 1955, with the stenciled note 
presented in Figure 3. 

A Remarkable Mail Recovery 
  

by Ben H. Jansen  

Figure 1:  Front of the reply-paid postcard mailed on October 30, 1938 from Amsterdam to Florence (Italy).  
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Figure 2: Back of the card shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3: Stenciled note accompanying the card of Figure 1 when returned to sender on January 12, 1955. 
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The item is a reply-paid postcard mailed from Amsterdam to Florence, Italy, on September 30, 1938. The sender 
was the firm Swets & Zeitlinger, founded by Adriaan Swets and Heinrich Zeitlinger when they opened the doors 
to their business, a small bookshop in Amsterdam specializing in new and antiquarian scientific books, on Sep-
tember 26 1901. One year later, Swets bought out Zeitlinger. The company remained 100% owned by the Swets 
family until the mid-nineteen nineties and grew into a world-wide firm acting as an intermediary between publish-
ers and libraries. The firm was declared bankrupt in 
2014. 
 
The intended recipient of the postcard was Leo Samuele 

Olschki (Figure 4), an Italian publisher of Prussian Jew-
ish origin. He was born Lev Samuel Olschki on 2 Janu-
ary 1861 in Johannisburg, a town in East Prussia, and 

died in Switzerland on 17 June 1940. In 1886 he found-
ed the Leo S. Olschki publishing house in Verona, 
which was then moved to Venice and Florence (1897). 

The text on the postcard, in French, reads:  
Allow us to ask you for the address of the pub-
lisher of “The Mask”, edited by Gordon Craig, 
Florence.  
 
We need volumes 1908-1933. Do you have them 
yourself? If you have a long series, please offer 
them to us? We will be happy to receive your 
response on the franked card. Sir, accept our 
thanks and our most distinguished greetings. 
 

The Gordon Craig referred to in the postcard is Edward 
Henry Gordon Craig CH OBE (Figure 5). He was born 

Edward God-
win, the illegit-
imate son of the architect Edward Godin and the actress Dame Ellen Ter-
ry, in Stevenage, Hertfordshire, England on 16 January 1872. He died in 
Vence, France on 29 July 1966. 
 
Craig was an English modernist theatre practitioner; he worked as an ac-
tor, director and scenic designer, as well as developing an influential 
body of theoretical writings. The latter included the first international 
theatre magazine, The Mask, for which he was the editor and chief writ-
er. The Mask was published from 1908 to 1929, initially monthly, but 
soon became quarterly. Figure 6 shows the cover of the first issue. There 
were eighty seven issues in total. During that time period, Gordon Craig 
lived on and off in Florence with his second wife Elena Meo. 
 
The airplane that crashed was a Junkers 52 (Figure 7), airliner version, 
with registration number D-AVFB. It was powered by three BMW 132K 
engines that could seat 17 passengers.  

Lufthansa named many of its aircraft after German WWI aces. The D-AVFB was christened Olivier Freiherr von 

Beaulieu-Marconnay (Figure 7), born in Charlottenburg on 14 September 1898, the son of an aristocratic Prussian 
Army captain. He was a German World War I ace fighter pilot credited with 25 victories. Having joined the mili-
tary at age 16, his success in shooting down 13 enemy aircraft led to his being appointed to command a fighter 

squadron, Jagdstaffel 19, at age 19. He was credited with another dozen victories before being seriously wounded 
on October 18, 1918 in the thigh. Because Germany's highest award for valor (the Pour le Merité) could not be 
granted posthumously, it was hurriedly approved just hours before his death on October 26, 1918.  

Figure 4: Leo S. Olschki. 

Figure 5: Edward Henry Gordon Craig. 
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Figure 6: Cover of the first issue of The Mask. 
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 Figure 7: Junkers 52 airliner version. 

Figure 8: Olivier Freiherr von Beaulieu-Marconnay. 
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The Netherlands Antilles, Early Mail 1697 – 1879, Part 7 
  

by Deo van Wijk †   
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Recent Issues 

Shaping the Future 
September 30, 2024 
 
The sheet with 6 stamps in two different designs was 
issued on the occasion of the Conference of the Asso-
ciation of Space Explorers (ASE) in Noordwijk. More 
than 100 astronauts did attend. The large stamp at the 
bottom of the is shaped like a half circle, and shows a 
colorful image of the Earth as seen by day from 
space. Above the large stamp, are five trapezoidal 
stamps that together form the atmosphere. They also 
have a picture of Earth as it appears by night from 
space. Both stamps are shown below. The graphic 
designer was Lilian Vos of Vividblue, Amsterdam. 

450 Year Leiden’s Liberation 
October 3,  2024 
 
The sheet of six stamps in two different designs commemorates the 
liberation of Leiden by the Sea Beggars (Watergeuzen) after a 
months-long siege by the Spanish army during the 80-year war. The 
stamps on the left are dedicated to the siege (showing the starving 
population), and those on the right to the liberation (depicting the 
fleet that liberated the town and distributed herring and white bread 
to the population). The corners of the stamps show the portraits of  
eight main characters of the siege and liberation. The sheet was de-
signed by studio26 from Velp. 

See also https://www.postzegelblog.nl/  

https://www.postzegelblog.nl/
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Children Stamps 
October 7,  2024 
 
The design of the five stamps, one large and 
four small ones, depicts resilience. The large 
stamp has a QR-code with which the sender of 
letter or card can mail a personal video mes-
sage. Resilience is represented with five ele-
ments: a safe basis, loving attention, being your-
self, overcoming setback and getting opportuni-
ties. Hallmark Europe designed the stamps. 

December Stamps 
November 11,  2024 
 
Mrs. Emmer designed this year’s December 
stamps, which can be used to mail Holiday 
cards at a reduced rate. Each stamp scene in-
cludes a  robin. 
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Mrs. 
Miss. 
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Rev.  
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Plate faults 
Printing errors 
Color variations 
Stationery and covers 
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Booklets or combinations 
Coils 
Cancellations 
Selvage information 
Franking labels 

AMERICAN SOCIETY for NETHERLANDS PHILATELY 
 
Membership in the American Society for Netherlands Philately (ASNP), affiliate # 60 of the American 
Philately Society, will give you the following benefits: An illustrated MAGAZINE (containing philatelic 
articles as well as news items) published six times a year and access to the ASNP LIBRARY through 
borrowing privileges.  
 
Membership runs from September 1 through August 31. To join, fill out the form below.You can receive our 
magazine  digitally in PDF format by email and/or in hardcopy sent by snailmail. Tab one of the boxes 
below to make your choice. 


Digital magazine sent by email (provide your  email address!), free for  members wor ldwide. 
Hardcopy magazine sent by snailmail, dues are $ 25 per  year  for  members living in the USA, and 

$ 35 for the rest of the world. You have the option of a six-months membership if you apply 
       between March 1 and August 31 for one half of the above rates ( $ 12.50, and $ 17.50).  
       Your full membership will then start the following September 1. 
Digital and hardcopy, dues are the same as mentioned for  the hardcopy version.  

Payment is due in US dollars by check, money order, or PayPal (jdlkremer@gmail.com ).  When using PayPal, 
please indicate you transfer money to a “Friend” to avoid a 5% fee charged to ASNP. 

 
Please mail your application with payment, payable to ASNP, in U.S. dollars to: 

Ben Jansen, 1308 Pin Oak Drive, Dickinson, TX 77539-3400, U.S.A. 
Email Contact: bjansen@uh.edu 
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Proofs & Essays 

Perfins or POKOs 
Rep. of Indonesia 
Rep. of Surinam 
Fieldpost 
EO-Philately 
Localmail  
Other (please specify):  
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 

My Major collecting interests are: 
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